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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing receives
US Congressmen led by House
Democracy Partnershlp Chalr

SemurﬂmﬂMmhmﬂmgmdeuﬁradmmmmphommmummﬂmﬂwmpﬁm
Mr. Peter Roskam of the United States Congress and congressmen.

Nay Pyi Taw May 31

Commander-m-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing received House Democracy
Partnership Chairman Mr. Peter
Roskam of the United States Con-
gress and party at Zeyathin Beik-
man in Nay Pyi Taw at 4 pm today.

The Senior General and the
guests held frank discussions on

the Tatmadaw’s assistance towards
the second government since
demaocratic path was chosen by the
people, selection and appointment
of military representatives to the
parliaments, their freedom of de-
bates and proposals in the parlia-
ments, and their contributions to
respective parliaments, potential
for cooperation between the par-

liaments of the two countries, the role
of the Tatmadaw in country’s on-
going peace process and holding of
21" century Panglong Conference,
and Myanmar’s foreign relations
with neighbours, regional and inter=
national countries.

Also present at the call were
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of
Defence Services Commander-in-

Chief{ Army) Vice Senior General
Soe Win, and senior military offi-
cers of the Commander-in-Chief
Office (Army), and US Ambassa-
dor to Myanmar Mr. Scot Marciel
and US congressmen. After the
meeting, memorial gifts were
given and documentary photo was
taken.

100

Yangon’s

Yangon May 31

Civil experts have pointed out
that Yangon's circular train sy=-
stem should be upgraded as it will
become a crucial mean for the
country’s future transportation
sector.

About 70,000 commuters use

1.8 (P-18) Y¥H.indd 1

circular train

circular trains, which accounts for
one per cent of Yangon's total
population. We are planning to
upgrade the circular train system
to encourage commuters to use
circular trains, Daw Nilar Kyvaw,
Yangon Region Minister for Elec-

tricity, Industry and Transportation

system to be

said.

It can attract commuters if the
Myanma Railways can correct
its shortcomings such as belated
arrivals of trains and poor services.

“Passengers suffer fromYan-
gon’s worsening traffic jams. For
the convenience of commuters, the

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

upgraded

region government will establish
the state-owned and public bus
lines and i1s making field trips
for transportation of goods and
passengers on Ngzamoeyeik Creek,
Bago River and Hlaing River,” she
added.

447

Dollar
demand
rising
in the
market

Yangon May 31
The demand of US dollar 1s

rising in the market as kyat depreciates
against the green back, according
to the foreign currency exchan-
gers.

After emergence of news that
the Central Bank will circulate
new bank notes valued at Ks-500
billion for disbursing agricultural
loans, the price of US dollar has
surged in the market.

Then, the weak demand in the
market decreased the value of
kyat. Again, public panic helped
increase dollar demand as of
May 29.

People have been buying and
saving it as a safer cumrency.
Therefore, the price of dollar has
risen in the market.

On May 31, the Central Bank
of Myanmar has fixed the dollar
price at Ks-1181.

“Hopefully, the price of dollar
will not reach the previous mark
of Ks-1.300. The price may fall in
the near future when more foreign
direct investment comes into the
country,” said U Myo Thura Aye,
an exporter of rice to foreign coun-
tries.

A currency exchange source
said: “The recent unstable dollar
exchange rate is linked to the news
that the Central Bank will issue Ks-
500 billion worth of new currency
notes as agricultural loans. This
shook the market.”

The price of imports is increas-
ing alongside the nsing US dollar,
which may have harmful impact
on the agricultural loans in addi-
tion to generating inflation in the
country,

Similarly, the price of gold has
increased in the local market in
recent days.

Aung
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Foreign companies’ wait-and-see

approach decreases registration rate

Yangon May 31

The registration rate of foreign
companies has fallen slightly duning
the first two months of the new
government compared with the
same period of last vear, according
to the Directorate of the Investment
and Company Administration
(DICA).

After the new government took
office. over 1,000 local companies
and over 150 foreign companies
applied for registration during the
period from April | to May 30, said
the DICA.

“Mearly 100 foreign companies

applied for registration every month
last year. The registration rate has
decreased a little this year,” said an
official from the DICA.

“{Foreign mvestors) are keeping
an eye on the economic policy of
the new government. Moreover,
they are weighing up the tax and
registration fees. Another factor
15 the long holidays,” said a local
construction businessman.

According to the 100-day plan
of the new government, the DICA
halved the registration fees of pri-
vate companies from Ks-1 million to
Ks=500,000. However, it increased

the registration fees of public com-
panies from Ks-1 million to Ks-2.5
million.

“Entrepreneurs of small and
medium enterprises in Myanmar
do not apply for the registration
due to the high cost of registration.
Additionally, although some public
companies has registered to the
DICA, they don’t operate business
in reality,” said the director-general
of the DICA.

Currently, over 43,000 local
companies and over 4,000 foreign
companies are operating businesses

in Myanmar. Aumg

Security to be tightened
in Hlaingthaya
industrial zone

Yangon May 31

In a bid to reduce the number of
criminal cases, police will tighten
security in the industrial zone of
Hlaingthaya Township, according
to Yangon Region Police Force.

“We will deploy more police
members at notorious places in the
industrial zone with the frequent
outbreaks of thefts and robberies.
Even we will close some roads,”
Police Col Win Bo from Yangon
Region Police said.

“Security staff from factories
should understand ways of how
to take security measures. Most of
them have the weaknesses in tigh-
tening security,” he added.

Robbery cases usually occur at
the industrial zone at night. The
number of police will be increased
in Hlaingthaya Township. The
number of crimes will decline when
police tighten security and people
make cooperation in the security

Mmeasures. Chan Chan Eo

Forest resources survey
set to start soon
Yengon May 31

In cooperation with Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAQY),
the Ministry of Resources and
Environmental Conservation will
conduct forestry resources survey
which the mimstry does once every
five year.

“We have sought technical
assistance and will do the survey in
collaboration with partner organi=
zations and intemational agencies,”
said Uf Khin Maung Y1, permanent
secretary of the ministry.

The survey will focus on forest
coverage in Myanmar, community
mangrove forests management plan,
mangrove reforestation, capacity
building for establishing community-
based woods in Central Myanmar,
mining with least environmental
impacts and biodiversity conser-
vation.

Moreover, the ministry will also
carty out awareness raising cams
paigns and establish communal
plantations in rural areas.

Forest coverage of the country
was 57.97 per cent in 1990, 51.54
per cent in 2000, 49.25 per cent
in 2005, 46.96 per cent in 2010,
and 42.92 per cent in 2015, and
deforestation was (.55 percentage
between 1990 and 2010 and 1.73
percentage between 2010 and 2015.

The ministry will implement a
long-term 10-year plan from 2016
to 2026 to conserve forests.

In April 2014, Myanmar banned
export of raw timber logs to slow
deforestation and boost its own
production.

And the new government has

banned logging operations as of

April in its bid to fight against cou-
Zarni

ntry’s deforestation.
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Myanmar to extend rice export contract

Yangon May 31

Myanmar government has plan-
ned to extend its contract with
Indonesian government on rice
export, according to the Ministry of
Commerce.

Myanmar signed a contract with
Indonesia to export up to 500,000
tons of rice annually from 201 3-
2014 fiscal year to 2015-2016 fiscal
year and as the contract has expired,
Myanmar government seeks to
extend the contract that will last
until 2018-2019 fiscal vear.

“We've sought approval from
the government to extend the con-
tract. And we are waiting Indone-
sian side s nod. Hopefully, the con-
tract will be signed in July,” said
U Khin Maung Lwin, assistant
secretary with the Ministry of Co-
MIMETCE.

Myanmar exports rice to Indo-
nesia via Myanmar Agribusiness
Public Corporation (MAPCO).

“For the time being, we've just
signed Moll on rice export to Indo-
nesia. We have some quality pro-

BLEMI T _a
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blems to export rice to Indonesia,”
said U Aung Myint, treasurer of
Myanmar Rice Federation.

Under the MolU, Myanmar will
export 300,000 tons of rice and has
so far exported 13,750 tons of rice
to Indonesia.

Myanmar mainly exports rice
to China apart from EU countries,
Japan and Korea. Myanmar expor-
ted 8,481 tons of rice to Indonesia
m 2013-2014 fiscal year, 33,730
tons in 2014-2015 fiscal year and
15,500 tons in 2015-2016 fiscal

year. According to the World Bank
statistics, the actual rice export of
Myanmar has reached only about
1.3 million tons over the past years
and lagged behind the government’s
target of exporting four million
tons by 2020, MME

Yangon Parliament set to debate dwindling
public spaces

Yangon May 31

A proposal to return the privati-
zed public places to the public will
be discussed at Yangon Region
Parliament on June 16, according
to region lawmakers.

“We need to find out public
places such as sports grounds and
gardens privatized by government
departments and put them back in

public use because they are required
for welfare of the people.” said
U Nay Phone Latt,a lawmaker
representing Thingangyun Town-
ship Constituency (1).

He submitted the proposal to
Yangon Region Parliament on
Monday to retumn the privatized
public spaces to the public and the

proposal will be debated on June 16.

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

Yangon Mayor Dr. Maung
Maung Soe has also supported to
discuss the proposal. Lawmakers
wishing to discuss the proposal
are informed to register by June 2.

Public spaces have significanthy
shrunk over the past decade in the
commercial capital—partly the
dark side of urban development
and also because of shortcomings

in town planning.

Yangon's city dwellers have only
0.37 square metres of public space
per person, according to a recent
survey conducted by the Japan In-
ternational Cooperation Agency
(MICA) and Japan's Ministry of Land
and Infrastructure, Transport and
Tourism.

MME
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17 killed 1n India army ammunition depot fire

Mumbai May 31

A fire at one of India’s largest
military ammunition depots Tues-
day killed at least 17 people and
injured scores more, officials said,
as footage showed flames lighting
up the night sky.

The blaze broke out overmnight at
the high secunity depot stockpiling
tonnes of weapons and ammunition
near the city of Nagpur in central
India.

“Seventeen people have died.
Nineteen are injured but are out of
danger.”” Smita Patil, superintendent
of Wardha district police, told AFP
by phone from the scene.

“An operation is in progress and
the fire has been brought under
control,” Patil added.

Thousands of families living
in nearby towns and villages have
been evacuated from surrounding
areas in Pulgaon, in the western
state of Maharashtra, amid fears
of secondary explosions at the
depot.

The Press Trust of India news
agency said two officers were
among the 17 soldiers to have died,
while the NDTV network said the
huge blaze had broken out after an
explosion.

India’s military has a history of

fires and other accidents that have
been blamed on lax safety standards,
including a blaze on a submarine
that left two officers dead off the
Mumbai coast in 2014.

Firefighters using ten fire engines
worked through the night to contain
the depot blaze, Ramesh Barde, a
fire officer with the Nagpur fire
department, told AFP.

“The fire broke out at 1:30 am
(2100 GMT Monday) and nearby
fire engines reached the venue by
2:30 am,” he said.

“The fire was brought under
control by 6:15 am. The situation is
under control and a report 1s being

prepared,” he added, speaking from
the scene.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said he was “pained by loss of
lives”, adding on Twitter that his
“thoughts are with the bereaved
families™.

Maharashtra Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis said the accident
had caused a “great loss of lives
and property™.

“It's a very unforfunate incident.
Many of our men were killed in the
blaze,” he told reporters.

In 2007, in the northemn region
of Indian Kashmir, a fire wrecked

an ammunition dump, exploding

artillery shells and mortar rounds,
which rained down on surround-
ing villages.

At least 17 people were killed
and two dozen injured.

A fire also ripped through one
of the army’s largest ammunition
depots in 2010 in Kolkata, destroy-
ing 150 tonnes of explosives and
ammunition. No-one was killed in
the accident.

Defence Mimster Manohar
Parrikar was reportedly on his
way to the accident site, around
700 kilometres (435 miles) east
of Mumbai.

AFP

S. Korea says North ballistic missile test failed

Seoul May 31

North Korea on Tuesday app-
eared to have tned and failed with
a fresh ballistic missile launch in
violation of existing UN resolutions,
South Korea's Defence Ministry
said.

The UN measures ban North
Korea from any use of ballistic
missile technology, although it
regularly fires short-range missiles
into the sea off its east coast.

Tensions have been running high
on the divided Korean peninsula
since the North's fourth nuclear
test in January, followed by a long-
range rocket launch the following
month.

The Defence Ministry in Seoul
said the missile test took place at
around 5:20am (2020 GMT Monday)
near the eastern port city of Wonsan.

“The attempted missile launch
... 15 believed to have failed.” a
ministry spokesman said.

“We are analysing and closely
monitoring the situation and main=
taining a watertight defence pos-

Image released by KCNA of the underwater test-fire of a strategic

submarine ballistic missile.

ture,” he added.
The ministry declined to specu-
late on the type of missile, but

the South's Yonhap news agency
quoted military sources saying it
was understood to be a medium-

range Musudan missile.

In Apnl, the North failed three
times to test-fire a Musudan, which
has an estimated range of any
where between 2,500 and 4,000
kilometres ( 1,550 to 2,500 miles).

The lower range covers the whole
of South Korea and Japan, while
the upper range would include US
military bases on Guam.

The missile has never been
successfully flight-tested. ~ AFP

Iraq forces face tough IS resistance on fringes of Fallujah

Baghdad May 31

Iraqn forces faced tough resist-
ance from the Islamic State group
Tuesday as they attempted to enter
the centre of Fallujah, where there
were mounting fears for thousands
of trapped civilians.

A day after announcing a push
into the jihadist bastion, forces led
by Iraq’s elite counter=terrorism
service had some way to go before
retaking the city.

After thrusting toward Fallujah
from three directions on Monday,
their biggest advance was from the

1.8 {P-20) Y¥H.indd 1

south, where they pushed into the
suburb of Naimiyah.

Lieutenant General Abdelwahab
al=Saadi, the overall commander
of the Fallujah operation, said 1S5
fighters mounted a fierce counter-
attack on the area early on Tuesday.

“There were around 100 fighters
involved, they came at us heavily
armed but did not use car bombs
or suicide bombers,” he told AFP.

Saadi said Iraqi forces in the
area, which also include police and
army units, were eventually able to
repel the attack, killing 75 jihadists.

He did not give a figure for losses
on the pro-government side.

Officers said US-led coalition
and Iraqi air support was instnumens
tal in repelling the attack and added
that ground forces had now resumed
their advance Fallujah, which lies
on the Euphrates River west of
Baghdad, was lost from government
control months before IS swept
across larpe parts of Irag in June
2014 and is an emblematic bastion
for the jihadist group.

Iragi forces have been sealing off
Fallujah for months and those still

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

in city -- [S fighters and civilians
alike -- have nowhere to go.

Anbar capital Ramadi was almost
levelled when lragi forces retook
it a few months ago but many
more civilians -- most estimates
say around 50,000 - are trapped
inside Fallujah.

Humanitarian organisations,
the Iraqi government itself and
the country’s most respected
Shiite clerie, Grand Ayatollah Al
al-Sistani, have all appealed for
the plight of civilians to be given the
AFP

utmost care.

Saudi intercepts
missile from
Yemen:
coalition

Riyadh May 31

Saudi Arabia intercepted a balli-
stic missile fired from Yemen on
Monday night, the military coalition
supporting the Yemeni government
against rebels said.

It was the second mussile
launch from Yemen since UN-
brokered peace talks began in
Kuwait on April 21 between the
Huthi Shiite rebels and the govern-
ment of President Abedrabbo
Mansour Hadi.

The Saudi-led Arab coalition in
March last year began air strikes
and other military aid in support of
Yemeni forces resisting the Huthis
who had seized much of the country
and are backed by Saudi Arabia’s
regional rival Iran.

Fighting has continued despite
a ceasefire that paved the way for
the talks in Kuwait.

The Huthi rebels are allied with
elite troops loval to Yemen's former
president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

The missile launches are desig-
ned to “sabotage efforts of the
international community to make
the peace negotiations a success,”
the Saundi-led coalition said in a
statermnent.

Saundi Arabia has deployed
Patriot missile batteries to counter
tactical ballistic missiles which
have been fired occasionally during
the war.

The coalition wams that it could
retaliate if such strikes continue.

AFP
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How climate change is making crops
POISONOUS: Extreme weather may be
increasing the level of toxins in food

»  Crops are responding to drought conditions and increases in temperature

» Nitrates normally converted to proteins are being accumulated in tissues

*  Other crops are accumulating hydrogen cyanide in response to heavy rain

» Affected crops include maize, wheat, barley and soybeans and the compounds could cause
cancers in people and livestock

Food crops could be generating
more chemical compounds in
response to extreme weather - and
this could be damaging our health,
scientists have wamned.

A new report says that erops such
as wheat and maize are generating
more potential toxins as a reaction
to protect themselves from extreme
weather.

But these chemical compounds
are harmful to people and animals
if consumed for a prolonged period
of time, according to the United
Nations Environment Assembly
meeting in Nairobi.

'Crops are responding to drought
conditions and increases in tems
perature just like humans do when
faced with a stressful situation.
explained Jacqueline McGlade,
chief scientist and director of the
Division of Early Warning and
Assessment at UNEFP.

Under normal conditions, for
mmstance, plants convert nitrates
they absorb into nutritious amino
acids and proteins.

But prolonged drought slows

1.8 (P-21) Y¥H.indd 1

or prevents this conversion, leading
to more potentially problematic
nitrate accumulating in the plant,
the report said.

If people eat too much nitrate in
their diets, it can interfere with the
ability of red blood cells to transport
oxygen in the body, the report said.

Crops susceptible to accumula-
ting too much nitrate in times of
stress melude maize, wheat, barley,
soybeans, millet and sorghum, it
said.

Some drought-stressed crops,
when then exposed to sudden large
amounts of rain that lead to rapid
growth, in turn accumulate hydro-
gen cyanide, more commonly known
as prussic acid, the report said.

Prussic acid - one of the ingre-
dients used in some types of chemi-
cal warfare - interferes with oxygen
flow in humans. Even short-term
exposure can be debilitating for
people, MeGlade said.

Plants such as cassava, flax, manze
and sorghum are most vulnerable
to dangerous prussic acid accumu-
lation, the report said.

Cases of nitrate or hydrogen
cyanide poisoning in humans were
reported in Kenya in 2013 and in
the Philippines in 2005, McGlade
said. In Kenya, two children died
in coastal Kilifi after eating cassava
that had raised levels of prussic acid
in it following extreme rainfall,
according to local media reports.

Aflatoxins, molds that can affect
plant crops and raise the risk of
liver damage, cancer and blindness,
as well as stunting foetuses and
infants, also are spreading to more
areas as a result of shifting weather
pattemns as a result of climate change,
scientists said.

MeGlade said about 4.5 billion
people in developing countries are
exposed to aflatoxins each year,
though the amounts are largely
unmonitored, and the numbers
are rising.

"We are just beginning to reco=-
gnise the magnitude of toxin- related
1ssues confronting farmers in
developing countries of the tropics
and sub=tropics,’ the report noted.

Alex Ezeh, executive director of
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the African Population Health and
Research Center, said the increase
In toxins in crops was a big concern.

"Toxic crops can lead to neurolo=
gical discases among humans but
the greatest challenge is the inci-
dence of cancer, he said in an inter-
view.

The report proposes a list of
eight ideas farmers and agricultural
experts can adopt to try to limit
damage from more crop toxins, such
as mapping contamination hotspots
and building better evidence about
what is happening now with the
toxins in their area.

Scientists also suggest that deve-
loping crop varieties designed to
cope with extreme weather could
help reduce the levels of toxic
chemicals in food.

'Research centers with the Con-
sultative Group on International
Agricultural Research are deve-
loping seeds that are suitable in
various regions that have been
hit by climate change,! McGlade
said.

Mail Online

Big cats
removed from
Thailand’s
infamous Tiger
Temple

Kanchanaburi May 31

Wildlife authorities in Thailand
have raided a Buddhist temple
where tigers are kept. taking away
40 of the animals by Tuesday and
vowing to confiscate scores more
in response to global pressure over
wildlife trafficking.

The Buddhist temple in Kan-
chanaburi province west of Bang-
kok had more than 130 tigers and
had become a tourist destination
where visitors took selfies with
tigers and bottle-fed cubs.

The temple promoted itself as
a wildlife sanctuary, but in recent
years it had been investigated for
suspected links to wildlife traffick-
mng and animal abuse.

Wildlife activists have accused
the temple's monks of illegally
breeding tigers, while some visitors
have said the animals can appear
drugged. The temple denies the
accusations.

The raid, which began on Mon-
day, was the latest move by authorn-
ties in a tug-of-war since 2001 to
bring the tigers under state control.

Adisorn Nuchdamrong, deputy
director-general of the Department
of Mational Parks, said his team was
able to confiscate the tigers thanks
to a warrant obtained a few hours
before the operation began.

"We have a court warrant this
time, unlike previous times, when
we only asked for the temple's
cooperation, which did not work,"
Adisorn told Reuters.

"International pressure concer-
ning illegal wildlife trafficking is
also part of why we're acting now."

Officials moved seven tigers
from the temple on Monday and 33
on Tuesday, leaving 97 still there.

Adisorn said the department
planned to remove all of the tigers
and send them to state-owned
sanctuaries. Officials also found
also found six hornbills, which
are protected birds, at a monk's
residence, he said.

Previous attempts to inspect the
tigers were largely blocked by the
temple's abbots but in January and
February wildlife officials removed
10 tigers. Thailand has long been
a hub for the illicit trafficking of
wildlife and forest products, inclu=

Reuters
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