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NORTH AMERICA 


Colorado Parks and Wildlife releases wolf reintroduction plan. Two years after a ballot 

initiative directed the state agency to reintroduce wolves, the new draft plan is to move 30–50 

animals from the northern Rockies over 3–5 years. A final plan will be adopted later this year 

after a public comment process. Additional details of the plan are available here. (image: 

National Park Service)
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https://coloradosun.com/2022/12/09/wolf-reintroduction-draft-plan-colorado/
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Conservationists celebrate passage of the CWD Research & Management Act. 
The bill, previously featured on Conservation Frontlines, will authorize $70 million 
annually for research and management to support state and tribal wildlife agencies 
identify and implement chronic wasting disease prevention measures. Read more from 
the National Deer Alliance. (image: National Deer Alliance)


The 2023 Omnibus includes 
funding small increases to wildlife 
programs. Within the $14.7 billion 
appropriations budget to the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, programs 
funded include State and Tribal Wildlife 
Grants to support at-risk species and 
National Wildlife Refuge System 
guidance for building staff capacity, 
among other initiatives. 


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://www.conservationfrontlines.org/2022/12/a-chance-to-stop-chronic-wasting-disease/
https://deerassociation.com/cwd-research-management-act-passes-with-federal-legislative-budget-package/
https://wildlife.org/2023-omnibus-how-conservation-programming-fared/
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Poachers took 1,283 animals in Utah last year, according to the state’s Division of 
Wildlife Resources. The illegally harvested wildlife, including some big game, was valued 
at $609,561. Utah authorities urge hunters to assist law enforcement efforts by using 
their reporting tools. (image: Utah Division of Wildlife Resources)


Also in Utah, transportation structures are helping wildlife migrate. New 
solutions include fencing projects, highway signage, irrigation diversions for Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout, and fish barriers to aid in restoration of native Colorado River cutthroat 

 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/officers-on-patrol/1573-wildlife-illegally-killed-in-2022.html#:~:text=Salt%2520Lake%2520City%2520%25E2%2580%2594%2520A%2520total,last%2520year%2520was%2520approximately%2520%2524609%252C561
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trout. Learn more about this work and the Utah Wildlife Migration Initiative. (image: 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources) 


Follow the longest mule deer migration with this innovative story map. The 
amazing journey of GPS-collared deer and other ungulates provides opportunities to 
conserve wild migrations amid a mix of public and private lands across western 
landscapes, say researchers in Wyoming. 


Water stations for bighorn 
sheep to be installed in 
response to southern 
California drought. Up to 90 
water stations will be put in 
throughout the Mojave Desert 
and elsewhere by the Society 
for the Conservation of 
Bighorn Sheep, reports 
Associated Press. 


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/1578-dwr-and-udot-construct-structures-to-help-fish-and-wildlife-safely-migrate.html
https://geonarrative.usgs.gov/muledeer255/
https://apnews.com/article/california-droughts-deserts-46e5bf5511e7e500e937c1c6012d2ad7
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Iowans are seeing more elk and sharing them on social media. Elk sightings in 
western Iowa are becoming more common as animals are likely dispersing from herds 
in the Black Hills and Nebraska. The Iowa Department of Natural Resources advises the 
public to enjoy the elk, while keeping a safe distance. 


Research in Ohio to address wild 
turkey population declines. The Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources and Ohio 
State University study will investigate the 
timing of turkey nesting and poult survival 
to better understand causes of their 
population decline and improve 
sustainable management including hunting 
season dates. 


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://www.iowadnr.gov/About-DNR/DNR-News-Releases/ArticleID/4351/Elk-appearing-on-trail-cameras-in-central-and-western-Iowa
https://www.nwtf.org/content-hub/wild-turkey-research-begins-in-buckeye-state
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What makes a black bear brown? Researchers, including from our Michigan State 
University team, found that the cinnamon color phase of black bears likely originated in 
the southwestern United States and is due to a gene mutation suspected to give bears 
an adaptive camouflage advantage. The new publication is available in Current Biology. 


 


AFRICA

A new partnership in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo aims to support 
the rights of indigenous people. The 
collaboration among USAID, Wildlife 
Conservation Society, and numerous local 
partners seeks to engage and empower 
marginalized communities who have 
suffered previous human rights abuses in 
several protected areas. (image: FAO/
Thomas Nicolon) 


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://www.cell.com/current-biology/fulltext/S0960-9822(22)01832-2
https://newsroom.wcs.org/News-Releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/18505/New-Partnership-to-Advance-the-Rights-of-Indigenous-Peoples-in-the-Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo-English-and-French.aspx
https://newsroom.wcs.org/News-Releases/articleType/ArticleView/articleId/18505/New-Partnership-to-Advance-the-Rights-of-Indigenous-Peoples-in-the-Democratic-Republic-of-the-Congo-English-and-French.aspx
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Zebra meat on the braai? South Africa’s draft strategy for expanding the game meat 
industry and experts at Stellenbosch University think so, investigates Business Insider 
SA. Zebra steaks are not only lean and high in protein, but have potential to boost 
domestic markets and contribute to food security.


EUROPE


EU level ban on lead over 
wetlands goes into effect on 
February 15. The new regulation 
will prohibit discharging and carrying 
lead shot in or within 100 meters of a 
defined wetland. The European 
Federation for Hunting and 
Conservation provides this guidance 
for managing environmental risk and 
risk in game meat from lead ammo, 
along with non-lead alternatives.


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://www.businessinsider.co.za/zebra-meat-should-be-on-the-braai-say-stellenbosch-animal-scientists-2023-1
https://www.leadammunitionguidance.com/
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$35 billion in ecological damages to Ukraine’s environment from war with 
Russia, reports CNN. Ukrainian officials stated that the war has contributed to climate 
change via emissions from Russia’s military activities, on top of habitat degradation, 
contamination of agricultural lands, and loss of access to clean water. (image: Clodagh 
Kilcoyne/Reuters) 


WORLD 

Publication reviews the ecological and 
socioeconomic characteristics of 
hunting in Asia. The study compiles much 
needed scientific and management 
information about hunting in central Asia 
and other regions and lays out 
recommendations for additional research to 
inform policy debates. Read the original 
manuscript by the Zoological Society of 
London to learn more.


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://www.cnn.com/europe/live-news/russia-ukraine-war-news-1-2-23/h_3b69b76877acd5adffa6b5ff840d34bb
https://zslpublications.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/acv.12840?campaign=wolearlyview&fbclid=IwAR3s9nuBhEoM28jNf-of3v6m7H7TYxRBTIqHccB2_TxetMcWP2pUoOr7NA4
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Rainbow colored fish, chocolate frogs, and other extraordinary critters were 
among the top species discovered in 2022. Around 2,000 new species are found each 
year, many of which are assessed as Endangered, but still scientists estimate that only 
10% of all species have been described. Check out all the cool geckos, birds, plants, 
and more highlighted by Mongabay News. (image: California Academy of Sciences)


 Respect Science, respect nature, respect each other. 

https://news.mongabay.com/2022/12/top-15-species-discoveries-from-2022-photos/?mc_cid=9d2e135e9d&mc_eid=720a6866fe
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