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PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN 

Acts 8:26-40 
 

In this lesson, we will learn about Philip and an Ethiopian man responsible for the treasury of the queen of 

Ethiopia. This lesson relates to pre-teens and teens, and by the end of this lesson, they should have learnt 

about the following:  

• The role of God in evangelism 

• The Gospel is for all people 

• The importance of studying the Bible with others 

BIBLE PASSAGE:  Acts 8:26-40 

MEMORY VERSE: “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So, he invited Philip to come up 

and sit with him.” (Acts 8:31) 

 

BACKGROUND TO THE STORY 

Philip was among the first deacons ordained by the early church in Jerusalem. He was also one of the seven 

men chosen to serve at the table in the daily distribution of food to the widows.  

Philip was not only a man of service, but he was also a man of evangelism. After the death of Stephen, Philip 

went to Samaria and preached to the people there. The people were receptive to his message, and many 

were baptized.  

While in Samaria, an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (Acts 8:26). Philip obeyed and, on the road, he saw a man of Ethiopia who 

was a Eunuch. He was reading from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah. The man was not able to understand 

what he was reading. Philip approached the man and asked him if he understood what he was reading. The 

man said that he did not and asked Philip to explain it to him. 

Philip then began to preach Jesus to the man, and as they rode along in the chariot, the man believed and 

was baptized.  

The Ethiopian Eunuch: The Bible recorded that he was of great authority under Candace, the queen of 

Ethiopia. He was on his way back to his country. He was in Israel to worship the Lord at the temple, which 

means he was probably a Jewish convert. On his way home, God had a plan to encounter and change his life 

for good.  
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KEY POINTS FROM THE PASSAGE 

1. THE ROLE OF GOD IN EVANGELISM (ACTS 8:26-29) 

As Christians, we are called to be witnesses for Christ in the world. But what is the role of God in evangelism? 

Is it simply for us to go out, do our best and share the Gospel, or is He actively involved in the process? 

The answer, of course, is that God is actively involved in evangelism. He is the one who calls people to 

Himself, and He is the one who opens hearts and minds to the gospel message. The Bible says, “No one can 

come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day” (John 6:44).  

As we share the Gospel, we rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts of those we are sharing 

with. Let us remember that God is at work in the process. He is the one who calls people to Himself. 

While our job is to plan evangelism, God plans the Salvation of people. God instructed Philip to arise so that 

he could meet with the Eunuch. Also, the Bible says, “Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake 

this chariot” (Acts 8:29). At first, it was an angel of the Lord, and later, it was the Spirit of God. These were 

God’s interventions in the evangelism and Salvation of the Ethiopian Eunuch. Without His intervention at 

these strategic times and locations, Philip would likely have remained in Samaria. 

We need to recognize that we need God and His involvement in evangelism. This account reminds us that 

God provides opportunities to share the Gospel, empowers us to share the Gospel and works in the life of 

the person hearing the Gospel. 

 

2. BE QUICK TO OBEY (ACTS 8:27,30) 

When we are told to do something, it is best to obey quickly. This is especially true when it comes to obeying 

God. When we hesitate or procrastinate in obeying God, we either miss out on God’s best or delay the 

inevitable.  

When the angel of the Lord spoke to Philip to arise and go towards the south along the road down from 

Jerusalem to Gaza, the Bible says that ”he arose and went.”  

Philip could have given a list of reasons why it made more sense for him to remain in Samaria, where people 

were responding to the Gospel, than to walk on a desert road, but instead, he simply obeyed. 

Our human nature is to procrastinate or rationalize, but God’s Spirit gives us the power to act. We must 

submit to God and obey His commands; Psalm 119:60 says, “I hurry and do not delay to keep your 

commands.” When we are quick to obey, it shows that we trust and respect God.  

Sometimes we may not know why God is asking us to do something, but we can trust that He knows what 

He’s doing. Proverbs 3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.” 

Philip was quick to obey God. He didn’t doubt the incomplete instruction; instead, he obeyed. How many 

opportunities have we missed because we fail to act on God’s instruction and nudging?  

Again, when the Spirit of God spoke to him, he obeyed and heard the man reading the scriptures. He was 

able to listen to the instructions and act on them. He was in tune with God’s will and acted in obedience.  
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3. THE GOSPEL IS FOR ALL (ACTS 8:27, 31-37) 

The Gospel is for everyone regardless of their background, position, or beliefs. We can sometimes think 

people are too far from God, too sinful, or already belong to another religion or belief system.  

On the other hand, we might view others as not in need of the Gospel. They are wealthy, respected, and 

good by the world’s standards.  

Yet these views are not Biblical. The Ethiopian man was a Royal official with a high rank. He belonged to 

another culture but responded to the Gospel and Salvation. The Gospel does not have a bias toward 

personality or status. The Gospel is not only for the poor or the wealthy; the Gospel is for all! The Gospel 

must be preached to everyone, regardless of status, race, tribe, position, colour, or language. We must take 

the Gospel everywhere and preach it to everyone. 

 

4. STUDY THE BIBLE WITH OTHERS (ACTS 8:31) 

When it comes to understanding the Bible, there is no shame in admitting that you need help. The Bible is a 

complex book with a lot of history and context, and it can be challenging to understand everything that is 

going on and apply it.  

The Ethiopian Eunuch was reading a portion of the book of Isaiah but couldn’t understand what it meant. 

This powerful man was not ashamed to say, “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” and 

to ask Philip for help. 

There are many resources available, both online and offline, that can help you to understand the Bible better. 

(e.g., books, commentaries, and devotionals). But one of the best things you can do is seek help from others. 

Ask your pastor or parent, join a Bible study group, and discuss a passage with a friend. 

Likewise, we should be quick to help others understand the Bible. Philip didn’t miss the opportunity to preach 

Jesus to him. The Ethiopian man believed and was saved.  

There are many ways to help others understand the Bible. One way is to study it yourself and share what 

you have learned. This can be done through conversation, writing, or even leading a Bible study. Another 

way to help others understand the Bible is to listen to their questions and concerns and help them find 

answers from the Bible or find resources to help them understand it better.  

Pray and ask God to give you wisdom and understanding as you help others to grow in their faith. 

 

CONCLUSION  

The Gospel is a message of hope for all people. God gives us plenty of opportunities to share the Gospel with 

others. We should be quick to obey and help others to understand the Bible and the message of Salvation. 
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
DO YOU FIND IT EASY TO READ THE BIBLE? WHY? 

 
WHO ARE SOME PEOPLE YOU COULD ASK TO STUDY THE BIBLE WITH YOU?

 
 

WHAT SLOWS YOU DOWN IN OBEYING GOD? 

 
DO YOU THINK THAT THE GOSPEL IS FOR EVERYONE? 
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STUDY NOTES MIND MAP 

  
1 

 

THE ROLE OF GOD IN 

_____________ 

 (ACTS 8:26-29) 

PHILIP AND THE 

ETHIOPIAN 

2 
 

BE ________ TO __________ 

(ACTS 8:27,30) 

3 
 

THE GOSPEL IS FOR 

_______________  

(ACTS 8:27, 31-37) 
4 

STUDY THE ________ WITH _________  

(ACTS 8:31) 
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DEMO (PEPSI) 
“Demo”, later named Pepsi, is a traditional game played in Ethiopia.  

The game has two opposing teams, one chasing the other with a ball, while the other attempting to escape and 

collect small items (corks, stones, cups etc). 

Search online for videos or full instructions. 

Alternatively, play some other classical Ethiopian games or try some traditional foods.  

 

 

BIBLE STUDY PAIRS 
Split players into pairs. 

Give each pair a short passage of the Bible to study.  

It could be a parable, psalm, proverb or any other part of Scripture. 

Allow some time for the pair to read and study the passage together. 

Give some time for each pair to give some feedback to the group about what they have learned. 

 

 

QUICK TO OBEY 
Philip was quick to obey God. 

In this game, players will race to be the first to obey a command. 

A leader should give simple commands such as 

• Run across the room 

• Take off your shoes 

• Write your name on a piece of paper 

The first player to complete the activity wins a point. 

 

 
 

  

GAMES AND ACTIVITIES 
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Draw a picture of the  

Ethiopian flag 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is Ethiopia? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Write five facts about Ethiopia. 

 

1. ____________________________________________________ 

2. ____________________________________________________ 

3. ____________________________________________________ 

4. ____________________________________________________ 

5. ____________________________________________________ 

ETHIOPIA TODAY 
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MAZE ON THE DESERT ROAD 
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Make a list of ways someone could try to understand a passage of the Bible. 

Think about tools they could use, people they could ask and places they could go. 

  

UNDERSTANDING THE BIBLE 

Ways to 

understand 

a Bible 

passage 
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ACROSS 
 

  1  Philip told the man the good news about _______. 
  3  The man worked for the _______. 
  5  Which direction did the angel tell Philip to go? 
  7  The man was riding in a _________. 
  8  Where was Philip when the angel spoke to him? 
  9  The man asked to be _________. 

 
 

DOWN 
 

  1  Where had the Ethiopian man been to worship? 
  2  Philip asked, "Do you ________ what you are 
reading?" 
  4  Where was the man in the chariot from? 
  6  Which book of the Bible was the man reading? 

 

1 2

3 4

5

6

7

8

9

www.CrosswordWeaver.com

CROSSWORD 
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___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

WRITE YOUR OWN STORY 
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___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

__________________ 

__________________ 

__________________ 

__________________ 

__________________ 

__________________ 
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WRITE OUT THE MEMORY VERSE 

Acts 8:31 


