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TO PRANAV



JUNE
Friday
TF +here's one ﬂ\ihs The learned from my years
of beihs a kid, it's that yeu have ZERO control

over your own life.

Ever since school let ovt, T havent had anyﬂxihs
TVe needed to DO or ahfw}nerz Tve needed +o
BE. As long as the d.ir-cohdi‘ﬁohiha was workiha
and the TV remote had batteries in i+, T was all

set for a relmcihs summer Vacatioh.

But then, out of +he blue, THIS haﬂ)ehed—

PACK YOUR BAGS.
WERE GOING ON
A ROAD TRIP!




This isn't the FIRST ime Mom has sprung a trip
on us without ah)a warhing. Last rear on the first
day of Summer, s}\e said we were 304'?\3 uPshrh’.
for a few &ars +o visit Aur\-l' Loret+ta at +}xe

rwrs.'ha hor-‘e.

T+ wasn't exad‘ly my idea of a fun way to kick
off the summer. One time when we visited Aunt
Loret+a i her roommate Srabbecl me uh& woul&h‘-f le+
e urtil a staffer 3nVe her a choco|a+e chi? mutfin.

But Mom was \jus+ Hu-F-Fihs about going to the
hurs.’r\s }\one. A+ breakfast ﬂ\e next mal"hfhs, shc
told us where we were REALLY geing:



WE'RE GOING
TO DISNEY

Me and my brother Rodrick were }m??)l, because

we were both drea&ihs s?ehdihs the first week
of summer vacation ?h.\ymg shuffleboard at a

hursir\s }\ome.

But wheh r-:)l li+tle I)ro‘l'l'\:r, Mdhh)(, }\cnl’d about
the c]-mhse n ?Iahs, ke '|‘a'|‘d||f LOST i+. Mom
had talked vp the Aunt Loretta trip so much
that Mahhy was clr.‘h.m.“?( EXCITED about going-




We ended vp POSTPONING our +rip fo Disney
so we could visit Aunt Loretta. Youd +hink Mom
would Ve learned her lesson about surprise trips
after THAT one.

T know EXACTLY where this road trip idea
came from, because the hew issve of "Famil.;( Frolic”

magazine came in +he mail -I‘otln)z.

T£ T had 1o guess, T4 sn}/ 90% of e\rer)d‘fhihs

we do as a \ca\rnﬂy comes from ideas Mom 3=+S from
that magazine. And when T saw the latest issve,
T knew it was gonna get Mom’s wheels furning.

L}



ORE A

The \qi??e& 'H'\roush "Famiy Frolic” a few times,
and I have +o a&mi-r, the ?ic-h,-res ulwars make
:Very*khs look like a lot of fun.




But there must be Some'l‘}\ing wronhg with OUR

famil ¥ because we can never measure up +o the

ohes +’ne;/ S}ww " +}~.e mnsaz.'he.

T. guess Moms not si\'ihs up, +}\ou3}\. She said
+his road -h‘i? is gohna be awesome and that
S?:hdihs a lot of time +osc+}\er in the car will be
a "bohdihe'" experience for the whole {umFl};.

T +ried 4o talk her into letting us do Some‘H‘\ir\S
NORMAL, like going to a water Park for +he
clar, but Mom didnt want to hear it.

6



She said the whole point of this +rip is to do
things weVe never done before and to have

“avthendtic” experiences.

I. 'ﬂ'\ouah'l’ Mom wouul\fe loo?cJ Dn& in about }\er
road +n'f- idea, but dPPo\reh-}lr I was wronhg.
Because when he 5°+ home from work, he seemed

Just as surPrlsed as us kids.

Dad told Mom it was a bad time to be qwa?/ from
work and he didnt want o use his vacation dnys
uhless he ﬂb$o|u"|‘c|)( HAD +o. But Mom said +here’s
nothing more important than spending time with
your fa.m‘ly.



Then Dad +old Mom he was really }\o?ihs to get
his BOAT out on the water +his weekend, and if

we went oh a road trip, he wouldnt be able o.

Mom n\h& Dnc{ 5c+ nlohs ?re‘H)/ well in sehera!,
but the one 'l’l’\ihs that's sunrdh‘fud to cduse a
'Fis}rf between them is Dad’s boat.

A few years 4990, Mom sent Dncl out to 3e+ Some
milk, but n|o'n3 +}xe way 1’1: sPo‘HEd a boat for sale
in Someohe s front )mrcl. Ahd be'Fore P(ou khew it,

the boat was in our Ar[Vewqy.

Mom was mad that Dad didnt check with her

first, because hnvihs a boat is a ton of work.



But Dad said it was al.ways his dream to own a
boat and that we could s?ehd ever?r weekend out

on the water as a 'deﬂy.

So Dad got to KEEP the boat, and he seemed
ren";f %\aPPY. But -ﬂ\ihas went downhill fast.

A few Jn}fs later, some F:o?le from ‘H’\e

HoneowhersJ Assoc?q*ﬁoh knocked on our door.



'ﬂ\ef said there were rules in our heis’nbor}\ood

against havins a boat Fm‘ked in front of 7°"'r
house and told Dad he had +o move it to the back.

The boat sat in the bac’:ydr& for the whole
summer becavse Dad was too busy and didnt have
time to vse it. Then, in the fall, one of Dad’s
coworkers told him he'd have to WINTERIZE
the boat 4o ?ro*i'ec'l' it from the cold weather.

Dad found out it would cost more to winterize the
boat than it cost him to BUY it, so he decided
}\e‘& take Hs d\ohces. And sure ehous}\, two
weeks later, when ﬂ\e +emPera+ure JrcPPed below
-Fr:ez.ih&, a bis crack qPPeqr:J in the hull.
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When it started to snow, Dad rolled the boat
under the back deck, and it sat there all winter.
Th +he spring, Mom started using it to store all
sorts of J'unk from the house.

HAHHHLH

The next summer, Dad decided he was gonha fix
the boat.
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But when he went o Pun it out from under the
deck, he discovered o wfanﬂ?r of raccoons living in

our old wash‘hs machine.

Dad called an exterminator 4o get rid of the
raccoons, but when he heard how much THAT was
gonna cost, he decided to take care of it himself.

B}( then Mnnh;) had heard about the bqb;(
raccoons li\riha in the we\shihs machine, and Mom
had 4o s+e? .
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'ﬂ\e boat's been s-+'h'h3 there ever since. T haven't
heard any scurrying sounds coming from under the

deck for a while, so T'm guessing the raccoons

moved out.

T::Anf, Mom told Dad he had the whole rest of
'},ne summer to se"( his boat out on ‘H\e water, dhd
he Pre-Hy much gave vp after that.

Mom said we were gohha leave first +{~.En3 in the
rnor'nr'hs, so we needed to start Packin& for

‘1'1'\: ‘l'ri?. 5{'\: +a|ci eVer?fohz to brf'ns +}\e “bare
essentials” so we could fit e\rer}/ﬂ'\iha in the minivan.
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But b)l the time we got all our stuff out in the
driuawa?r, i+ was ?re-H?f clear we }\ud a space ?roblem.

Mom started going ‘r‘nroug}\ chry‘r’nihs and
sorting it into -hrw — the ﬂnhss we heeded
and the 'H-uhss we &dh-l‘ Rodrick was Freﬁ?{
cIISd?Pairﬁ'eJ when some of his “essentials” didn+
muke +}1e cut.
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Mom made me leave a bunch of small stuff behind,
which seemed ?reH}J ridiculous cohs-dcrjhg that
Mdhhyls plastic FoHy was coming along {or the ride.

=:§;=

Whenever we take a Hrip that’s Iohger +han
fifteen minutes, Mom brinss Mahhy‘s P°'H7 ':_?,us+
in case.” But T get redllly uncomfortable whenever
T"ldhhr uses it.

Mom wouldnt let me and Rodrick take any
electronics on the trip, even +hou5h -I'hey bnre|f
take up ah7r space.
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She'’s u!wuys saying kids these Ju?as dont know
how to socialize because -I‘hey've cohs-l‘ah-l‘l?r got

their noses two inches from a screen.

But I’" tell you ‘Hﬁis-‘ \hﬂ'\eh I }'\d\re ki&s, I'm
genha let them Pld}d with whatever kind of sndsrl'
-ﬂ\ey WANT. Tf you ask me, electronics are the
kc;r to anilly }mP?:ness.

EVeh n1f+er Mom went ‘I’hrous}\ cVer?f sih3|e tem in
the dn\r:wa;( and cut out all the ﬁ\i'nss we didnt
need, there was STILL way too ruch to £it in

+he van.
I suaseﬁe& we rent one of +hose Sinh‘P recreational

\r:}\fd:s, because we could fit all our stuff in it and

have room +o spare.
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The way T seeit, if you want the whole \{dhi!y‘ to

get along, everyone needs their own space. And

with one of those sauPe&-u? RVs, we could s?end
WEEKS on the road without even bun?lhs into

one another.

But Mom said RVs are +oo expensive and H'\ey

get terrible gos mileage, so that put an end to
that idea.

RoJric,: snic! mn\?(be we could Se‘l' one of ‘H‘\ose

trailers you +ow BEHIND +he car, which sounded

smart +o me.
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But it was Pre-H‘y clear Rodrick was imagining
the trailer as a sort of mini-apar-tment for
HIMSELF, so that wasn'+t gonha ﬂ;/_, either.

Then Dad rang in with his OWN idea. He said we
could solve the whole space issue |>7' Just putting
the stuff that didnt fit in the van into the
BOAT, which we could tow behind us.

T +hink Mom realized there wasn’t ren”y another

o?‘h'oh, so S}\: che& in. But 3=+‘Hh3 ﬂ\e boat into
the &n\lewuy was easier said than done.
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Not oh|7 did we have 4o take all the \juhk out of
the boat, but it turned out there was a TREE
Srow;ns +¥.rou3}\ +}w. bottom. I+ +ook ﬂ'\ree }\ours
‘o Se-f +}1e boat out from under +]~\e &eck, and

let me Jus+ sn?( Mom did not exm:ﬂ)/ go ovt of her
wq7 +o l’\ElP-

ANRRERENETE

After we got the boat into the drivewq?f, Dad
?d-fd-\e& vp the hole in the bottom and the crack
in the hull with some duvct tape.

T just }\o\:e were not going an?ﬂw}\ere near water
on this 'h’i?. ﬂwousi\-
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Because as far as T khow, the boat didn*t come

with any life preservers.

Sﬁu_r&g}l,

Even with the added space we so+ from the |>oa+,
the minivan was s+ill pre full. T snuck m pillow
on board at the last second, because T decided T
was entitled to at least ONE luxur?r item.

1 -ﬁsured Rodrick would want to sit in the back
of the van, because whenever we 9 dhfwhere as a
-{:nmily, he likes to stretch out and +ake o nap.

E.Very once in a while we'll forse'l' Rodrick is even
back there.
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This Easter, we made i+ haifway -H-\rousl'\ church
before Mom realized Rodrick never made it out of
the van.

Back w}\en we had a station wagon, me and
Rodrick used to sit in the way back TOGETHER,
in a seat that faced the rear window. But we got
in bis +rovble when we qu)red a practical ‘joke on
Mom and Dad +that ended vp getting us pulled
over {)7 the police.

When we gotin the van +oc{a7(, Rodrick offered
me the backseat.
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T acceP-h& before he could c}mhge his mind, but T
shouldve kvown his offer was +oo sooc] to be true.

Before we ?ulied out of the &r.vewmy, Mom said
we were ‘hxkihs a "s?er,[a! Sueﬁ" alcha for the
ride. TFor a second T was worried we were Pid:iha
someone ELSE up, because with all our stuff in
the van +}1e?('d have 4o sit on the ROOF,

But Mom o?erw.d her purse and ?u"e& out a piece
of paper with a &rawins on it
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The drnwnhs was Flat S-}uh!ey, a character from a
book T read in second Sraée.

ﬂﬁ' 5+r.\n|=f IS a Bo}f w}\a se‘i‘s squqs}\e& b;/ a
bulletin board that falls off his bedroom wall in
the middle of the his}ﬁ'.

And when ‘l'#\e?( ?UH the bulletin board off him,
he’s as +hin as a Piece of paper.
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X +hou3h+ it was Pre-H)( cool that Flat 5+ah|c7r
could fold himself vp and get mailed 4o his
srohdmn's, or have his brother 'ﬂy him like a kite.

But Tl ell you +his: T# Flat S-hmle;/ had
a brother like RODRICK, T guarantee he
wouldn't survive a whole dn)‘.
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T reull?r liked +he book, but it kind of freaked me
out, too. One 'I‘Hhs it did was give me a den-ﬂ-\l);
fear of bulletin boards.

ARE YOU SURE

YOU DON'T WANT
THE BED? IT'S A
LOT MORE COMFY!

AT
O ] THAT'S OK,
l YOU TAKE
- !
TI 11111 %
L [ —_—
(EREEE

Th second srade, eVeryohe in m}l class had +o
color in a cwtout of Flat S‘hahle); and mail him o
a friend or relative who lived far away.

Then that person was suﬂ:ose& +o take a picture

of Flat S'i‘ah!ef in front of SOME.'H'\I"I’\S interesting
and mail him back with the ?}\a'fo.
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MY friend Rowky sent Flat S-}uh'ley +o a bunch
of his relatives and got lots of <ool pictures
back. Rowh}( even sent him 1o his uncle who lives
in Asia, and he took a picture of Flat S+ah1e7 in
front of the Great Wall of China.

000000 G0

0 [

3
e

Well, the first person Morm sent MY Flat 5+ah|e)r
to was her cousin Stacey, who lives out in Seattle.
But she Probdbly wasnt the best choice.

S+ace_7 is ohe of those Peo?le who hoard all sorts
of s+u-ﬁ, like newspapers and masnz.ihes, so Mom
sl‘\ouHJ\re kr\awh +}\a\+ ohce \'\er cousin 30‘1' }\er
hands on Flat S‘hmle?f he wasnt coming back.
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’l';’&“f’ Mom said she was gorha take Pk:ﬁas

of our new Fin‘i' S‘h:hle?l in front of all +}\e cool
F|nces we Visit ﬂh& ﬂ'\eh mnk: q scrnPbook of our
‘h"i?. Ah& as sooh as we 3c+ on ﬂ\c his}\way, s}\e
started shapping pictures. But she was ?robnbly
a little too eager, becavse her first few pictures
werent emdly keePers.




When Mom wasnt +akih3 pictures, Flat S+ah|e7i
was +a?ed to the front a.‘r-cohdﬁiah.hg vent.
All T can say is, he was }\avihs a lot better ride
than T was. The windows in the back of +he van
dont opeh, and the vents were blocked b;; all
our |ussu.3e, so T wasnt getting ANY cold air.

\h”‘m‘f made me evern MORE uncomfortable was ‘I'\\e
fact that Mom was in control of the Frip. Mom
ulwo\?!s +ries to make 'H'\ihﬁs about education, and
T knew she was gonna turn +his experience into

one long lesson.
She's been &oihs that ever since T was little. T

remember w}\eh i 30'1' seratched {3?! Gramma’s cat

and Mom tried to turn it info a “teaching moment.”
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Sure ehous]'\, a half hour into the ‘h’i? ‘l‘oda);,
Mom started in with the educational stuff.

She had borrowed a bunch of CDs from the librar
that teach S?nhish, and said we'd use the long
stretches on the road 4o learn a new language as

a famil?/.

LEARN TO
SPEAK
SpANisH
FLUENTLY

Moms ulwc\rs sn)(ihs +hat |zarn{'n3 a -Forefah
|nh3ua3e s ﬂwe best ‘ﬂ'\ihs ou can do for your
brain. ﬂ'\q‘i‘ m'sh‘} be true, but I +}\ihk she shoui&
leave the actval TEACHING 4o the schools.
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Mom decided it would be o 3004 idea to expose me
to a Foreish lahsunse early on, so when T was in
first srude, she would put +he S?an;sh-syeakihs
channels on TV while we ate breakfas+.

Mom would re?e.d'l' whatever -Hl\e;{ said on the
television, but when SHE said the words +l~.c)/
came out a little bit different.

TANGO
HAMBURGERS!

T ended vp learning all sorts of Phrdses +hat
werent right, For example, the way },rou're
SUPPOSED 4o say “What's your name” in
S?ans}\ is “Cémo te llamas.” Well, T know that
NOW becavse T learmed it in n}f middle school
SPuh[sh class.
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But when T was little, Mom +nu3¥\+ me that
“What's your name in SPahis]n is “Te amo,” which
ACTUALLY means “T love you." T just wish
T had krown that before T said i+ +o a million
different people.

‘ro&n)(, Mom PWaye& the first two SPn\his}\ CDs,
but s}\e 301' frustrated ‘H’\rﬁ no one seemed to be
Fuyins attention. So she switched gears and said

we were gonha ?1417 4 Car game she read about in

her ndﬁnzihe.
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The game was called Alphabet Groceries, and you
?ld)' it like thist The first ?ln?/er has to name an
item you can get at +he grocery store that starts
with the letter "A." The next person has to come
up with an item that starts with “B," and so oh.

Tfa ?la}ger CAN'T come up with an item that
starts with their letter, -H\ey're out of the game.

Mom said T should go first, so T said ”"F'Fle’“
which T guess was kind of an obvious choice.
Rodrick was up next, but he said he couldnt come
vp with any food that started with “B.”

'I.,r-u Pr:‘Hy sure he was 1P(Jh3 +o 3:1’ out of }\nvih\c}
to P‘a\?/ +he game, but with Rodrick, ?{ou never know.
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When Rodrick 30+ knocked out, the turn went to
Mdhh;/ who came u? with his word ns}\-l' away.

Mom started c|n??ih3, but T Poih‘f:& out that
"bnﬂﬂe” isnt a real word. She said Mnhh?l is J'us+
|en\rhih3 ﬂ‘\e n|P}\a+)e+ and ﬂm‘ﬂ' we all nee& to

" Wy,
!T\COUI'QSE }\Il"\.

T quit in protest, and from then on it was onl
Mahh;/, Mom, dh&‘ Dad ?Inyihs. 2 reu“y wished
r-?l ear?luss werent buried in rn;{ duffel bc\s under
a Pﬂe of suitcases, because ﬂ\: next }\our and a

half was Fre‘H')/ Pnih{uL
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All that +alk of food was d:'h.mﬂy getting me kind
of }wnsr)r, and when T saw a sign for a drive-
'l’hroua]\ ?lnce at the next exit, T asked Mom if
we could ?u" over. But Mom said we wouldnt be
stopping at nn?( of THOSE kinds of restavrants,
because ‘H'\zy dont serve "real food.”

She said fast-food places lure kids in with c}\en?
F|a9+§r. +0}Js to +r.‘ck ﬂ'\zn into ed-h'hs sugar and
-{a‘i', nh& we werent gonha fall into ﬂ'\n‘i‘ +rnP.
Mom said she had a MUCH better alternative and
handed me a lunch bag with my name on it.

&W\
GOSHTIY TR

moUS ACTM?.-ES‘.
WT® 000! 7
7O

Al MIMED UP TOO PUNNY
did the
Mu-&ypnu'r ,EL? like

Dowe?]|
MESUMR ELRIANGN | |, ¥ ,w‘t"l";
ST NFU! roiting. fale?

NAME THAT NOBEL PRIZE Hl

nurE-—-o»an
CIOEVMWOoODN
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Mom said she got +he Momm7' Meal idea from
"T"ar-ﬂy Frolic,” which T guess should not have

come as a sar?rise.

'I.hsi&e +he bns was a fuha {us}\ snh&wic’n,
anh orange, and a little carton of milk, Plus
someﬂm‘hs wra??ed in tinfo.

Mom said T had 4o eat my fruit before T
uhwrnP?ed ‘ﬂ'\e +ih-{oi1, because +’nn+ was m}f "Priz.:."

But T wish T had just o?emd it right away,
because T wouldnt have eaten the whole orange
i T'd known the ?rize was a ?ack of math
flash cards.

Rodrick got flash cards in HIS lunch, too, and
we could both see where +his was headed. So before
Mom could urn the hext hour of the trip into a
tutoring session, T Puiled out one of the games
Mom had Packed na 6-3 tote |>m3.
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The game T srab{m& was called “T Must Confess,”
and when Mom saw it she got so excited she forso‘}
all about the flash cards.

'I. read ‘ﬂ'\c rules, which were Pre'H}l s[m?h:i One
person takes a card from the deck and reads i+

out loud to everyone else.

] Must Confess...

... 'VE MET A
FAMOUS PERSON.

T£ one of the Phyers has done the H‘\Jhs that's
written oh the card, -H\ey earn a ?o.‘h'l’. And the
first Flayer Yo get ten points wins.

T was a litte Ske?ﬁcrﬂ at first, but T have 4o
admit, the game was d.c-h.mH?f kind of FUN. T
learned a lot of 'H'\ihss about Mom and Pad T

never knew before.
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T found out that Dad had a pet chameleon when
he was a kid and that Mom &Ved her hair blond

once, which really Sur?rised me.

Believe i+ or not, even RODRICK was getting
into the game. He got a point for ’be.’hs the 0h17
person w}na’& ever SleP+ out o\'er’nis}\’r for +ir_ke+s
to & concert, and ANOTHER point for getting
a {’“3 stuck in his ear, which T remember like i+
was )/es-harday.




Dad and Rodrick were neck and neck with nine
points, and whoever scored next would win the
game. Mom seemed reaﬂy }-\u??y everyone was

seH{hS a|oh3 ar\& }\avihg fun.

Then she ?ulle& a hew card out of the deck and
read it.

I MUST CONFESS
I'VE TOILET-PAPERED
A NEIGHBORS
HOUSE!

'I.'r'\ Pre*H’)( sure Mom ‘I’}\ousl'ﬁ ho ohe was gohiha
get a Poi’n‘t on that card, because she was alread
read\ih& for the next one. But Rodrick started

acting like he had just won the 1o++er7.
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Mom ‘H‘\ous}\-f Rodrick was |r.h3 +o get a point,
but he told her i+ was TRUE. He said that a
few months ag0, he and his bandmates toilet-
Fa?ered Mrs. Totte's house next door after she
called ﬂwe ?oh'ce +to cor-nP|ain ‘}hey were mo\kihs

too

much noise rehears;

Rodrick ‘l'}\ous}\‘} +he whole ‘H’\ihﬁ was ?reH}d
Fuhh?l. but Mom didnt seem amused.

LET ME GET THIS STRAIGHT:
YOU AND TWO OF YOUR
BANDMATES TOILET-
PAPERED AN ELDERLY
WOMANS HOUSE?
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TF T was Rodrick, T would've c}mhse& vy s+or)!
real ciuick and said T was Just Joki‘na around +o

win the game. But Rodrick didnt seize his chance
to bail out.

Mom had Dad ?ull over to the side of the road,
‘ﬂ'\eh 'nn'n&e& Rodrick }\er ?}mhe and made ]‘\Jm call
Mrs. Tuﬁ|e +to nPo|osize, w}\ic}\ was awkward for

=Ver?ro'n= in the car.

I'™ SORRY FOR
TOILET-PAPERING

A\fﬂr ‘I’}\-ﬂ', it was qu(d‘ n ‘H\e van for a |oh3
time, Mom was about fo pop the next Spanish CD
in the stereo, but luckil?f Mduhh7 had fallen dSlCE?
b)f then, so she couldnit.
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Tf you wake Mahh?l up in the middle of one of
his haps, he'll g0 con\:ldelr ballistic, and there's
NO calm;ns him down. So whenever Mahn?r falls

asleeP, Mom and Dad do e\lery*ﬂwihs ‘ﬂ"er cah to
KEEP him that way.

T was bfa on haps when T was Mdhh;z's age, too.
T used +o take an }\our—lohs nap after lunch
e\rer?r &ay, uhcl w}\eh I s+ar‘+eé Presc}\ooh we }m&
an official nap +ime w’ncre z\reryohz Pu":& out a

mat and sle?*f on the floor.
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Tf you ask me, T think H’\e)( should aive kids hap
time all the way -H\roug\-\ college. But -ﬂ\e?l stop
cloins it after ?I’t‘.Sd\oo', which T found out the
HARD wo?t.

On the first dg.); of J:Ehclersnr-l'eh, after we had our
snacks » T, asked ﬂ'\e +eacher w}'\ere the mats were :

so we could lie down and rec}wrse our batteries.

But she said kin&ersaﬁners dont HAVE nap time,
and I +}~.au3h+ s’n: was J”5+ mak.’r\s a (u‘nh?( Joke.
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A few minutes later the whole class was makihﬁ
paper bns puppets. APP“‘““}" T was the oh|?r
one who didn+t get the }\ea&s-up about the no-nap
+hih3, because for the rest of the Jaf everyone
else seemed fine, while T could bnrelr function.

T slad Mom remembered o *Jn'hs a Paci-ﬁer on
the trip, because as long as Mahhyls got one stuck
in his mouth, he can sleep -H\raus}\ Just about
ahr-ﬂ\ihs. Mahhy los+ his favorite ?acifier last
h;s}rl', but Dad ran out to se'l' d hew ohe at a
store near our house that sells 949 3i-F+s.
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T guess it looks a little strange, but i+ works

Just as well as a regular one.

Mahhy Kad been slee?[hs ?edcefuuj for about an
hour +o&a?? when we s+o??ed at a tollbooth. Dad
rolled down his window o get a ticket, and the
vy in the booth had such a loud voice he sounded
like he was s?mkihs ﬂ\rous}\ a MEGAPHONE.

HOPE YALL ARE

14



Mdhhy started to fuss, and his Pacnfier came
}ml-pwny out of his mouth. But |uckil‘y Rodrick
reacted quickl)/, and Me\nn}/ fell back usieeF.

T +hink Mom was a little frustrated +hat Mnhh;r
was happing in the first place. She had marked a
bunch of ?Maces on her map where she wanted vs
to s-h:? and 3e+ out for some sis}\'l‘seeir\s, but now
we had to kee? Jrivihs.

The ?robh:m T had with Mc\hnyjs hap was that T
ren"y needed to get out of +he car and stretch,
but T COULDN'T.
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T +ried to make myself comfortable, but with all
the stuff P.‘led around me, it was im?ossible.

Lucki'l)), m?r back‘:ack was ih arms reac’n behihd m){
seat, because i+ hd& Some books and o+\‘\er ﬁ\ihss
'_]:'& ﬁrous}ﬁ to entertain myseu:.

Moms always trying to get me o read stuff
that's "ehrid\i'ns . but wheh i+ comes 4o bocks H
T know what T like. And ever since elementa
school, my favorite books have been +he ones in
‘1’1’\: Un&erPah‘i's Ba’ndf‘}s series.

'ﬂ\e Uhd:r?nrﬁ's Bandits baoks are about +}'\esz
two kids named Bryce and Brod)i who 9o back in
time and steal underwear from famous F:o?le 50

'}’nef cah ?u'} +he uh&erPnMs in a museum.
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T krnow that sounds kind of ridiculous, but the
books are ac+ua|l;/ Pre.-Hy 'Fuhhy.

And just as Van Gogh returned to
his masterpiece, Bryce snatched
the painter’s favorite pair of
boxers, which, thank goodness,
were clean

|




The books are super ?oPular with bo;rs at my
school, but the teachers HATE +hem because of
all +the “rude humor.”

w}wehe\l:r a book re?or‘i' wds Jue h ﬁF‘I’h Srqde,
all the bo?rs n my class did theirs on one of the
Uhder?nh-fs Bandits books. And that made rn?‘
teacher, Mrs. T‘"}"' hate them even MORE.

Our class }\d& a ?rojed' w}\ere we hd& to write a

letter 4o our favorite author, and of course all

the boys chose Mik Davies.

18



But Mrs. Terry said we had o ?ick someohe
ELSE, so T 3r¢bbed a random book from the
|ibra.ry and wrote m?J letter to an avthor T'd

never even heurcl o1c 5e-f'—ore.

March 30th
Dear Nathaniel,
My teacher made us write to an author,
so I picked you. I have not read any of
your books (no offense).
Here are my questions for you:
1. What’s your favorite color?

2. What’s your favorite animal?

3. What’s your favorite flavor of ice
cream?

4. What’s your favorite super-hero
movie?

I would appreciate it if you could
answer me soon, because | am getting
graded on this.

Sincerely,

P et




Bt T Probubl?r shouldve checked the year +he
book was written before T wrote my letter.

May 20th

Dear Mr. Heffley,

We regret to inform you that the
author to whom you have written,
Mr. Hawthorne, passed away more
than a century ago.

As such, he will not be able to
respond to your questions.

With regrets,
A/ S

Katrina Welker
Publisher

Most PARENTS dont like the Uh&er\anh*fs
BthHs ﬁooks, eH-her.
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Tn fact, the PTA had o meeting that year
where 'ﬂ\ey decided Pa.rerﬂ-s' +ax dollars shouldnt
be used to ?urc}ms: ah)J of ‘ﬂ‘\e Uhderf\dhﬂ
Bandits books for +he |i{!rar}1.

When we came back to school from spring break,
all of the UhderPah-I's Bandits books in the Iibrar)r
were GONE.

1 l’\oP= ﬂ\ese a&uHs are H’\nﬂv wl'\:h a wl'\o|=
generation of boys grow up not khowihs how to read.
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When the school banned the Uhder?aths Bandits
books, i+ Just made them more ?u?uhr +han

EVER. Some {Doys snuck in copies from home and
?nssed them on +o OTHER kids.

Ore kid even brougl'ﬁ ina boo+|e3 copy of an
Uhder?dh'l‘s Bandits book from Japan. T couldnt
understand a word of it, but it was ?reH?r eas;r
to {isure out from -H\e ?[c-l'urzs w}\n‘f was 30[‘1‘\3 oh.

EFUHR. FOEEE,
nTWaME, UCoEE-T
WELL,




i ac+ua||;( wrote to the avthor on my OWN just
o tell him how much T liked his series.

August 18th
Dear Mr. Davies,

I'm just writing to tell you, don’t listen to
these people who say your books are
garbage, because they don’t know what
they’re talking about. I know a bunch
of kids (including me) who think your
books are great.

As far as the “rude humor™ goes, I find
that stuff hilarious, so please don’t
change a thing. In fact, | would
encourage you to put MORE bodily
functions and things of that nature in
your books.

Sincerely,

—f& never written a fan letter like ‘I+\n+, and ever
dny when T got home from school, T ran 4o the
mailbox 4o see if Mik Davies had written me back.




I 'ﬁhally get a response almost a ?/cur later, and
T was t‘eau?l excited.

But when T read the letter, it was « HUGE
disn??oirﬂneh-h

7~ From THe Desk oF 7>
E P MiK Davies 12"

Dear friend,

Unfortunately, I get so much fan mail
that I'm not able to answer your letter
personally.

But I did want to tell you to be on the
lookout for “Underpants Bandits 24:
Lincoln’s Longjohns,” coming soon to
stores near you!
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T couldnt believe T Fourezi oy Keart out to this
vy and all T got back was an AD.

B 10838

(&

| | < |
Even ﬂwus}\ +hat whole experience left a bad
taste in my mouth, T still like his books.

At least T get to read whatever T WANT +his
summer. Rodrick’s school gave him a whole list+ for
require& red&ihs, ahJ some of ﬂ\e books look like a
lot of work.

Herman Melville
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But Rodrick’s not much of a reo&er, so he rented
all the MOVIE versions of the books on his list.

Mom said i+'s not smart +o watch the movie
without re.a&[hs the book, because H\ey usuall
c[’mhae a lot of stuff. But Rodrick said as |o'n3 as
he 301’ ﬂ\e basic iz.':en, }\e'cl be fire.

I +Hhk }\is a??ronc}\ s gohna cause ?rablens,
+1’~.ou3h. "ﬂ\e Lord of +1‘1: P\{hss" i5 oh \\is Summer
rendins list, but w}xen he rented the moVie, }\:
wasnt careful about :}\ccl:ihs +he +itle.

Lords o

DI = SpI0T
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Rodrick watched the movie TWICE, and after
the second Hime he told Mom that whoever wrote
ﬂwe baok must be a sehius. But I'm suess.‘hs
Rodrit,:'s +enc{~.er 5 gonna be Prc*H')( coh\cusec{
w}\eh she reads }\JS book rePor‘l’ h Sefhm{)er.

B}f the time T was done rea&ihs +o&d}h T reaily
needed o 3e+ out of the car to Preveh-l' m7 Iess
from ?ermuheh-l'l;f cramping.

Mnhhr was sHill nslee?, but he had somehow turned
himself all the way uPside down in his seat.
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When Mom noticed, she told Dad mmybe we should
stop dnviha for the 407, so he ?ulled of f at the

next exit.

I. was rea”y lookihs {or‘wnrd o eq‘h'hs a meal at a
d:cch‘l’ restauvrant, but Mom SQfA were on a bu&sd’
and +ohish+ we were gonha Pick up our dinner at
a grocery store.

Dad found a su?crmnrke-l' a few miles from the
exit. But Mom was afraid that if the van stopped
moVing, Muhh?( would wake vp and have a fit. So
Mom wrote out a sho??ihs list for Rodrick and

gave him some money, then Dad drove real slow in
front of the entrance so Rodrick could ho? out.
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Dad had +o circle the Furkihs lot about ten times,
which wasnt easy since we were +ow.'h3 a boat.
E.\reh-h:a”.y, Rodrick came ovt with a couﬂe bass
of Srocerr'es. Ahc{ from +}\e looks of it }\e ?i:ked

up Some extra items for Nimself.

PEACHES WATERMELON -
Y i
CIAL P

When Dad ?ulleJ the van around, Rodrick }10??&&

. Then we started 100kih3 for a ?lnce 4o S+d)f
for the hia}ﬁ', but the selection in the area

wasnt 'H'\n‘i‘ srecrl'.

EL| EmotE
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A few of the motels had bns sighs that said
*ﬂ\e;( had "Color TV," which if yeu ask me is not
ahfﬁ\ihs to brns about in ﬂ\is cliar and age.

Dad ﬁhn“?( ?u"eci over at a ?lnce with air-
coh&i‘ﬁohfhs ah& d ?oo\, whi:‘n souhrjc& pre

good to me, esPcc.iall?r considering that T'd lost
about five Pouhds in sweat sitting in the backseat.

T Kavent s-ha;/ed in a whole lot of motels, but if
I had to guess, Id sn); we P;ckcd ohe on the

lower end of the spectrum.

The 1obb7! smelled like mildew, and the carpet was

coverr.& n weircl stains.
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But everyohe was too tired to 3e+ back in the car
and look for another ?lace to s-h:?r.

We got the kef +o our room, and when we walked
in it reeked of smoke. There were little holes in
the comforter and Pi“ows that T'm Pre*H-}/ sure

were r.isareﬂ'e burns.

Dad picked a towel off the floor, then dropped it
becauvse it was WET.

Mom went back +o the front desk and asked for
a different room, but the clerk said the motel was
full and that we'd gotten the last ohe.
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Mom +old her in that case we were aehha leave and
take our business o another motel. But the clerk
told her there was a twenty-four-hour cancellation

?oh'c?', so we couldnt get our mohey back.

When Mom returned 4o the room, she said we were
gohna have +o +r); and make the best of a bad
situation. ‘n\eh s*\e ahcl Ducl sh’iPPeJ H‘\e bed
dowh to ‘H’\: bare mattress.




Believe it or not, Mann?r sle?'f 'l'}\rous}'\ ALL of
+his. Mom said that if he woke up how, he'd be
awake all h.'s}d', so she was Jus+ gonha let+ him
s|ee? ‘H*.rous}\ +ll morhing.

Mom ?u‘l’ Mdhh}/ dowh in the middle of the sofa
bed and Pul'lad a blanket over him.

The rest of us were raally }Whﬁrf , S0 we em?'h'e:i
out the groceries Rodrick bought. But it turned
ovt he didnt bu?( ANYTHING on Moms list.
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Rodrick was su??osed to get sandwich suPFl.’es,
orange juice, and stuff like that, but he Just got
a bunch of +hih35 HE likes.

Mom was ?rc‘H'?( uPsc‘l' that Rodrick didn't get

a sihslr. +}\ih3 on the list s}\c gave }u‘r-w, but his
excuse was that he couldnt read her }mh&wri‘ﬁh\a.
Mom old him i+ wasnt very smart to get cinhamon
rolls and a frozen pizza, since those things needed
ah oven and we didn+ HAVE one.
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But Rodrick said we could MICROWAVE +the
Fiuu. Then he ?u‘f i+ inside the microwave oven o

prove it.

At least, Rodrick THOUGHT i+ was a microwave.
T+ was nt-h,-nlipr a SAFE. By +he time he ‘ﬁsured
that ovt, the pizza was locked inside.

Mom ane me w’nn‘i’ was left of her cnsh ah& sni&
to go &owh +o +‘ne Veh&ihs mac}\fh: +to Sd' ‘ﬂ\e
most nutritious stuff T could find.
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And that's how we ended vp ea-h'hs sugar wafers
and breath mints for dinner on the first night of
our road -h‘iP.

Suhdi){
Las+ hie}ﬂ' we couldnt watch TV or do nhfl’}ﬁhe
in the room because Mahh?( was as|eeP on the

Fu“ouﬂ' sofa.

Mom wouldnt even let us kee\: the “3’{1*1' onh, So
we all sat in the dark for a while until me and
Rodrick decided +o g0 down 1o the Poe| +o kill

some time.

Wc", +}\e s.'sr\ outside ‘H’\e motel said ‘H\:re was a
?oo|, but there was no actual WATER in it.
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And it didnt look like there HAD been for at
least five years.

/

/

There was a hot tub near the Pool +hat DID have
water in it, but some ﬁmil}l was nlrend)! using it
So me and Rodrick waited our turn.

o
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UnFor+uha+e_|f, the fum’l?r couldnt take a hint
that we wanted to use the hot tub, so eVeh-tuoIlI?r
me and Rodrick Just went back 4o the room.

The I;SHS were still out, and Mom and Dad were

oslee\:’ on the mattress. T guess "ﬂ\e?/ mustve been
PFB"‘"‘){ exhausted, because '1"{\&7 were still wearing

all their clothes.

With Mom and Dad on the bed and Hanny on the
sofa, it didht leave a lot of 300& s|ec? oprions for
me and Rodrick.

We checked the closet for a cot or an air mattress,
but +}\ere was ho‘l’}\i\'\s.
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Rodrick was one s+e? ahead of me, ﬂ'\oush. He
Sa-ﬂ\erc& vp the sofa cushions and made a bed for
himself on the floor. Five seconds later, he was
out cold.

— s ZZZZee_

Al
A3

'_]: 'rrisurecl ‘H‘\e closet was as Sood a P|nce as nhy
for me to s|ee?, so T got some +owels out of the
bathroom and laid them on +he floor.

A\rﬂr 1}{5?\3 ﬂ\er: for a minute, I ho‘ﬁr.:& a
TERRIBLE smell and 'H'\ous}\-f a mouse mustve
died in the vent or something.
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T +ried covering my hose with a washcloth, but
that seemed to make the smell even WORSE.

T+ was hard ehouak +r>rih3 to fall asleep under
those conditions, but then someone in the room
started SNORING. Luck."ly, T was ?rePar:J for
that. Mom and Dad BOTH snore, which is +he
reason L %ous}ﬁ ahead and brou\gﬂﬂ earPluss on
the trip.

But it was so rjark n ‘l'}\e room i couH oh|;( -F:h&
ONE in "'7 duffel lms, so T had +o +r).v s|ee?ih5
with the enr?h;s in my left ear and my other ear
Fresscd 4o the floor.

T did ac'}ually fall asleeP for a few minutes, but
woke up 1o some kind of ruckus going on outside.
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When T looked out the ?ceP}\ole, T saw somﬂ\ihs
flash b)” but T couldn't tell what i+ was. So T
cracked open the door 1o see what was going on.

T+ turns out those kids from the hot tub had
gotten +heir hands on a c'|.edhihs cart and were

ramming it into a wall.

It



T couldnt BELIEVE +hese kids' parents were
letting them run wild in the middle of the night,
so L s-h’.PPeJ out of the room and went over +o

si\re H\em a Piece of my mind.

The littlest kid burst into tears and ran into his
room, and T didh+ feel bad for even one second.
But a minute later his door o?ened again, and his
FATHER came out.
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T wasn't about to get }Je'lled at *:?r a grown man
in his underwear, so T ran back to our room and
locked the door. Then T ?rayec{ with all my w’s}\'f
that the chain lock was strong ehoush +o kee?
him out.

-

T guess +he kids’ dad didnt see which door T
went into, because }\e khocked oh -I'}\e wrong one.
‘ﬂ\en he pouhde& onh +)ne &oor rislﬁ next to ours
before si\rins vp and sofns back +to l’\is room.




Ornce the coast was clear, T hung a little sign on our
doorknob in case the vy decided o come BACK.

o Vot
Deting

T+ was REALLY hard Fnﬂins a.sleeP after that,
because eVer?J +ime T heard someone outside the

door, 'I held rny breath until ﬂ'\e)z Pnssc& b}l
Belore I knew b & the sun was up and so was

Manny. Mom turned on the television, and

whenever Mahh?r watches TV, he TALKS 4o it.
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T was a litte nhmyed with Mahhf b!abben'hs
away, but I guess I cant r.om?'lnr'h. I useci 4o do
‘H’\: same exact ‘I’}\i‘n& w’neh I wads }/auhscr.

One time when T was w.+c]nin3 m}( favorite s)now,
the host asked a :}ues-h'oh.

WHAT SHOULD
I DRAW ON
THIS BOX?
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T was just goofing around when T answered, but
the 9uy on ™ ac-h.-ally RESPONDED.

OK, POLKA
DOTS IT IS!

T wish it never *\a??ened, 'ﬂ\ousl'\- Because for a
|°"‘3 time after that, T +hou3h+ the ?eoP|e inside
ﬂ\e TV could }war eVer‘)/*l"nihs I said.

AND HOW

ARe YOU
TODAY?

I COULD BE
BETTER. MY
BROTHER
RODRICK~
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Th fact, on my sixth bir-ﬂwduy, Mom had +o sit
me down and have a talk about the difference
between "imasimry“ friends and “real” friends.

HEY, DID YOU HAPPEN TO
SEE WHAT MY PARENTS
GOT ME? IT'S A BIKE,
ISNT IT? BLINK ONCE IF
THE ANSWER IS YES!

Once Mahh}.’ got going in a conversation with Nis
favorite TV chnrnc‘}:rs ‘ﬂ'\is moths, 1; knew
there was no point in +r7ir\3 +o fall back asleep.
So T Just got vp for the Ja.;/.

Ahcl wiﬁeh I Jicl, I fouh& out ‘ﬂ'\e source of
that awful smell. Rodrick had put his shoes in
ﬂ’\: closet, th ]: }md sPerﬁ' ‘ﬂ\e w}\olz ru's*ﬁ
breu-l'}\.'ns in his fumes.



But even WORSE was that the “washcoth” T
had used +o block the smell was ac+ual|7 one of
Rodrick’s SOCKS.

% 'ah.

S?eukins of Rodrick, Mdh\'\?‘ls conversation with
the TV didnt bother him one litHe bit, because
he \jusi’ siqﬁ’ ris}ﬁ H\roush all the noise.
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Dad was getting a little restless waiting for
everyone fo get going this morning. He's one of
those 9uys who gets up every Jay at the crack of
dawn so he can arrive at his office early_, and +this

whole late-start -I'}\.‘hs wash+ wark.'hs for Kim.

E.\f:h'h.vaﬂy, Mom made Rodrick get up and take
a shower. We went 4o a diner risl'ﬁ next to the
motel for brenk{aﬁ', ﬂ\:h 30‘1’ back in +}\e Vah.

Mom said that from now on we were all genha be
on the same sleeP schedule so we wouldnt waste
any more time on our rip. But before she was even

done +d|kih3, Mahh}( ?assecl out in his car seat.

Mom's biﬁ ?|uh for +’n: &n\y was for vs to g0 to a
wuh‘frf fair she read about in 'Fqni|7 Frolic.”
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T'd never been +o uh7+¥\.'h3 like that before, but
it looked like i+ was worth c}'\eckihs out.

The fair was a few hours away, so that meant me
being cramped in the backseat again, which was
starting to get old. 'ﬂxdhk-ﬁul'ly) after an hour,
Mom offered to switch places with me.

When T got up 4o the front seat, T couldnt
believe how much ROOM +there was.
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And i+ was’nj'f\jusﬂ' all the space +hat was awesome.

T even had individval +em?era+ure se-l'ﬁnss and my
owh cup }wl&er.

T went 4o c}\uhse the radio station, but Dad
S+o?fae& me. He said ahly +he DRIVER gets o
Fir_k +}\e PUSIC, I Jidh'-l' +Hr\l< +¥'\a+ was -Fnir, but
I wash+ gonna comPhih and risk 3eHih3 sent to
the backseat.

4 MY TRUCK IS BUSTED BUTJ
JiMY DOG HE LOVES MEJ)
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Dad’s music was ?re-HY awful, but the view +o+u|l7r
made vp for it.

\nﬂ'\eh you‘re n ‘ﬂ\e bnck, }Jou th"i' }m\'e nhf sense
o{ w"\a‘l'is ql\ed&. Si‘H'ih3 vp lfroh‘l', I }m& d whole
new ?erSPcc‘h\r: and could almost see w}\?f Mom was
so gung ho about ‘hakihg +his road ‘h’i?.

W}\&h we +oo|( +h= exit for ﬂ'\e courﬁ'r?r 1cm‘r, we
came to a s+oP|I3}\+. We were 53[‘1[7\& a4 minivah +’nn+

was the same exact model as ours, th)J ?UFPI:.

The kids in the van looked kind of familiar. T+

took me a second to realize -H\ey were the same

ones from last h-‘3}1+.
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T hadnt told Mom and Dad about the incident
with the kids and the denhms cart, becavse T
was worried L wouldnt come out |ooJ:|h3 +oo great.
And 'H\e)ﬂ Jeﬁ'n{-fely didnt need +o know about my
ruh-in with Mr. Beardo.

The kids in +he PurP|e van recosnize& me r;:.,}vl'

a.way, and started makihs obhoxious faces.

il

]: wash+ gonha \jusf sit ﬁ\e.re and take it from
those little ?uhks, so T made a face at THEM.
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The sk{hhy one made the same face back o+ ME,
and the second he did, the lis}ﬁ turned green
and +}\e?/ accelerated. When +heir van lurched
forward, the li+He kid {acev?innﬂ& into the
back window.

Dad Pussed them on the left, and Mr. Beardo
so"i‘ a real 300& look at me.
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Luckp'ly, +he Purkiha lot for the {fair was ohl?r a
few hundred feet vp the road. Once we s+oPPed,
T wanted +o s-hay inside until T was sure we
weren+ {)e[he +ailed by the Pur?le van.

FAIR
PARKING

N—

But it looked like we were in the clear. Mann:

was s+l nslee? in his car seat, so Mom said she'd
S‘fd)l back with him and the rest of us could a0

on ahea& 3

The fair was a LOT different than T +}1003;‘\+

it was gonna be. T eu?ecﬂ& i+ 4o have a Ferris
wheel and a merr7~so~rovh& and stuff like +hat,
but instead there were a bunch of 4ents with farm
animals and booths with homemade food.
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We were getting kind of hungr); anyway, so we

went lookihs for some'ﬂ'\ihg +to eat.

'ﬂ\ef had corn Jcss and fried Jousl'\ and all the
stoff you’d expect at a bi‘g fair. But then 'ﬂ\er
had crazy -H-\ihss like &ee?-{:ricd butter on a stick.

T was nc+uau?/ and Mom was still in the van,

because —_1: was pre sure +['\n+ kind of ‘I'}\ihs
didn't qua!if)/ as “real food" in her book.
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After about an hour of wulkih& the fairsrouhds,
Dad went back 4o the car +o see if Manny was
awake 7&-{, and he told me and Rodrick +o g0

ex?‘ore oh our owh.

The 4wo of vs wandered around for a while unil
we came dcross o tent where there was sone-ﬂ\ihs

bis 3oihs oh.

T+ was a Foulest Footwear contest, and -H'\ef
were offering a prize for whoever had the
nastiest shoe.
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There was a bis line of people read)l to submit

their entries.

FOULEST FOOTWEAR |
L CONTEST c@gl

T +old Rodrick HE should enter, becavse if
ANYONE deserved to win this ﬂ-\ihg, i+ was him.

While we were waiting in line, me and Rodrick got
in an argument over who would get to keep the
prize. T said we should 5?1H‘ it 50 - 50 because i+
was my idea, but he said he should get the whole
‘H\ir\a because i+ was HIS shoe and he was the one
w}'\a mdc{e it S‘l'ihk.
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Ris}ﬁ' l:ettore we 301' +to +}~.c \ju&siha +n|:|c, we
reached a compromise where T4 get 10% of the
prize as Rodrick’s agent.

Some of the other shoes looked a lot+ worse +than
Rodrir.l:'s, nhc} I was losins coh#&:‘m’.a +}\n+ }.:’d
win. But when the \ju&ses got to the smell test,

i+ was all over.

Rodrick won first Pn‘ze, which turned out to be
a coupon for one deep-fried butter on a stick.

T +old Rodrick he could have it all 4o himself,
because +he +*\ou3}\‘|‘ of ea+ih3 ahr more butter

made me feel a li+tle nauseous.
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Rodrick asked the \ju&ses for his shoe back, but
-ﬂ\ely said -H\ef were gohha send it on o the
national competition. So that left Rodrick wnlkihs
around with only one shoe. T decided o ex?lore
the he.drbr stalls while Rodrick was Poiis}wihs off
his stick of fried butter.

'\\l

| ST

But T had a SERIOUSLY close call when T
turned a corner and almost ran smack into the
entire Beardo {an;'l;l. Lu{kil?r, T was able o duck

for cover \jus-i‘ in time.




Now that T knew the Beardos were on the
'Fo[rsrouhds, T was eager to get out of there.

I went to 1onk -Fol’ Rodrick, but ‘\e mustve gohe
l:m\:k +o +}\e van. I deci&ed +o }\ed& ‘H\ere mfsehc,
but on M}I wd)l ot T SFO‘H’\‘.& the fop of Mom's

head in a crowd under one of the livestock tents.

Pmpl: were Facked shoulder +o shoulder, and T
+rie& Pus}m’ns my wnr -ﬂ\rous}\ +o 3e+ +o wh:re

Mom was.

But when T got }\uifwa); n, da b.s cheer went vp-
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When T {-’ml!)z made it vp to the front, T was
sur?n'sed to see Mohhy s+nn&{n5 in the middle of
'ﬂ'\e crowd, }'\al&ihs a P\'ece a'F PaPer.

A??arehﬂ)}, +herc wds d conhtest to see wlﬁo couH

come the closest to sucssihs +he wc[s}\‘l' of a {'\03,
and Mnhh)l got it e:mc’rlf ris’n-t.

‘ﬂ\e ?rize for suessihs 1’}\: hoajs weia}ﬁ' was a real
live baby pig-




Mom explained 1o the judge that theyd just
entered the contest for fun and didn't ac+unI17
WANT +he pia-

But the ?eo\ak_ in the crowd seemed kind of
insulted and wouldnt take o for an answer.

With all the commotion this was causing, T was
nervous the Beardo -{nm‘lr was gohhd come over
to the livestock tent to see what was going on.
Luckﬂy, b;/ then Mom seemed rea:!?t to get out of
‘ﬂ\ere hersel{, and we made our wn?( +to *ﬂ'\e exit.

Dad was sitting in the van with the air-conditioning

crnhke& up, q'n& w}\eh he saw Mom cnrryiha a
P9y he was a little taken b}/ surprise.
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Mo filled Dad in on how Mdhhy woh the pig in
the contest, but he didn't seem +oo thrilled with

the news.

Dad said we had no business owhing a pig and
that we needed o take i+ back to the fair
imne«];u-l'ely.

But Mom snicl i+ was too late, because ‘I'}\c Pis
had nlrend)/ ”ir-\?l’fhﬁdn on Mahhy.

al



Dad still wasn+ on board, -H\ous}\. He said a pig is
a “barn animal” and could be carrying all sorts of
?arasi‘h’.s and whatnot. But Mom said a LOT of
Feo?ie kee\: ?[Ss as ?e+s, ah& sheu lﬁear& ‘H\e)/)re

\jUS‘f as smart as Joss.

'ﬂ\en Ro&ricl’. So+ in on the conversation. He
voted for KEEPING +}~.e ?us because }'\e sdid we
ooulci Se‘l' 'Fl'ee bacon \{rom s e\rer)) morh;hs, ‘I’he
way You get eggs from a chicken.

So either he doesnt understand how pigs work, or
he just wasnt thinking it all the way through.

T was all in favor of ,:eepihs +he P9 if it meant
we could hurr}l vp and get going.
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T hoticed o Pur?le vah Farked a few Spaces away
from ours, and T was nervous the Beardos would

show vp any second.

Dad finally caved in. He said if we were gonna
l:ee.? +he pig it would have to ride in the boat.
But Mom said putting +he pig in the boat was
“inhumane” and that we needed to find a Place for
it in the van.

The -H\.‘hs is, there wasn+ a.h‘ywhre +o PUT
the pig in +he van. We couldn+ Just let i+ roam
free, and we couldnt emc-ﬂ}/ strap it in with a
seat belt, either. So Mom ernP*h‘e& out the cooler
and put the pig in THERE.

Once that was settled, we ﬁhn"y Puﬂe& out of
the ?drkihs lot.
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After we put o few miles between us and the fair,
T could 'Flha";/ breathe again.

But ‘H‘\e P.'s s+nr+e& cnusihs +rouble rfs}ﬁ nwny.
B;r +}xe time we so‘l’ back ohn ‘I'}\c hi‘cﬁ'\way, + l‘\n\d
'h'??e(i over the cooler and was roo+ih3 around in
one of the Momrn)t Meal {mss.

T had to wrahsle. +he Pi9 back into the cooler,
and THIS time T S‘i‘rq?Pecl +he seat belt across
it so it wouldnt tip over.

Mom fisured the Pig was ’nuhsr)d , so she said we
r\ee&ed +to s+oP and 3e+ i+ some food. Hcr idea
was for us to go +o o restavrant and +heh si\'e
ﬂ'\z ?1'3 our leftovers. T}\n‘} soun&ed |ik= a Baa&
deal o me, since it meant wed nc+uul|7 get to

have a sit-down dinner.
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We found a P!ace 1o eat o few miles away, and
Mom s+a7ed back in the van with the Pig while
the rest of us went inside. But when the waitress
saw that Rodrick was oh'l;f wed.n'ng ohe shoe, she
said she couldnt serve him.

& [Emran|d

1T NO SHIRT
H-H NO SHOES
T NO SERVICE

Dad said me and Rodrick could +ake turns using
MY shoe. But T wish T hadnt let Rodrick 90

first, because he's the world’s slowest eater.
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When we got back in the van, we gave the pig our
leftover corn and vege-‘rn{:les, which it ate s+rai3\-\+
out of the s-l}:rafoam container.

Mom started |ook-h3 up places to s+u7 for the
nFS}\-I' on the GPS. She asked Rodrick +o call a
}\oﬂl +o see if +]\e.)f }\ncjp a.h;/ rooms n\.‘ai|n|>|e.'ﬂ'\e?(
chL but Rodrick blew i+ |>7 se'H‘ihs +o0 sPeci-Fic.

Mom found another ?hce a few miles away, and

this time she did the talking.

T}\e }\o‘i’d was J‘-’ﬁ after ‘H’\: tolls. A few ]‘whclre&
feet from the exit, traffic came o a crawl.
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That was a ?roHcrv- {or me becavse T had two
bis glasses of lemonade at the restavrant and
REALLY needed o use +he bathroom.

T sPoHed a gas station vp ahead and asked
Mom and Dad if T could l‘\o? out and use the
bathroom, then catch up with the car after T

was dohe.

Dad didn't like the idea because he was worried
that {)}I the time T got back, ﬂ-\e)r mE5h+ alrcadf
be ﬂ\rous’n the tollbooth. 57 now i+ was Pre'H)/
obvious the Pig needed o 9o, ‘oo, because it was
running in little circles inside the cooler.

Mom sni& ‘I r.ouH use ‘ﬂ\e I:u‘ﬂ\room at +}\e goas
station as long as T broug}-\-r +he pig WITH me.
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So T tucked it under mf arm and ran across three
lanes of traffic +o the gas station.

T +ried the handle o the men's room, but it was
locked. T waited for +he person using it fo come
OUT, but whoever was in there wasn=+ in nh?f
rush +o wrap +Hh35 up-
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T was getting kind of JesFenﬁe, so T +ried
the handle o the womens room, but THAT was
locked, +oo.

T ran back o the car, which had oh|?( moved
{omard about Five fcﬁ h -H\c Hime I was gohe.

When T old Mom that both bathrooms were
occuPieJ s s}\e saicl 988 station ba-l'hrnoms are
ALWAYS locked and that T had 4o ask

+the

ATTENDANT for the kt?r

So T ran BACK 4o the gas station and +old
ﬂ\e suy at *1"{1: &esk I heeded to use ﬂ\e

restroom in a }wrry.

T -
$8

S s 2 = —

i

781

2%
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T'm not sure what T was ex?edihs from a

gas station bathroom, but it was nc-l‘ual.l;,/ a lot
WORSE +han T couldve even imaaihe&.

Let me Just say it was FreH'y awkward using the
toilet with a farm animal staring n's}ﬁ' at me.
But the pig was even MORE embarrassed than
j: was, becavse w}\eh i+ was ‘H‘\: Ffs's furn to 9%
no‘H'\ihs }mppehed.
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Afﬂr il gave +he kef back o the uﬁehéah‘r,
T sPoHeJ our van just as it was about o g0
'l’hrough the tollbooth. So T sPrih'haJ all the way
across traffic to get to it in time.

But before T o?emd the door, T wish T had
noticed that the van didn+t have a BOAT
a‘H’ncl‘\ed o it.

OUR van was actually still a few cars back, and
b:/ the time T got inside, the P9 looked like he

was about to burs+.
T guess Mom was r;3h+ about ?-’35 beihs smart,

because when T put him on Munn?r's potty seat,
he knew EXACTLY what +o do.
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When we ?u"e& vp to the hotel last his}rl', T was
relf:\ied +}\¢+ Ik 4 |aok:d a lot hicer +’nnh +}\e Eﬂnc:
we s+n?re& +he NS\'\'r BEFORE.

Mom and Dad weren+ +dkfn3 r.\h;/ chances on
scH'Jhs +urhecl away at ‘H\e Jesk because o{ +h:
Fis, 50 we kc?i’ tn ‘I’}\: cooler until we 30'} into

our room.
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T +hink Mom felt+ bad about +he slee? situation at
the motel the first his}\-l‘, because this time she
rented TWO rooms so everyone would have a bed.

But T shouldve known there was a catch. Mom
said since she and Dad had Mdhh7 in THEIR
room, the Pig was gonha have to S‘l'dy mn OURS.

T didnt know what T was Su‘:FoScd 1o do with the
pig, o T +tried putting it in our bathtub. But it
started w’nflm?er;'ns +}\e secon& 1 set it down.
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T decided 4o let the pig loose in the bathroom,
but when T ?eeked inside a few minutes later, it
had made a TERRIBLE mess in there. And T'm
Fre‘H-)t sure it ate a bar of s04p, +oo.

T let +he P9 free in the bedroom so T could kee?
ah eyr. oh it, but -ﬂ\e first -H'\ihs it did was g0
s+rai5\\+ +to +’ne door cahhecﬁns ﬂw two rooms.




Evch-h.mlly, Dad get sick of all the noise and
o?ehed the door 1o let the Yis n.

T was so tired T fell asleep before my head hit
the ?iuow.

‘ﬂ\;s mof‘hihs I woke up 4o the sound of weird
noises coming from the foot of my bed. At first T
ﬁwus}ﬁ- Rodrick had gotten vp euri?r, but then
T realized the sound was coming from the PIG.
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T+ had somehow 'ﬁsurcd out how to open the
minibar door and was rooting through the cnhdy
and other snacks inside.

I. Ficked ‘ﬂ'\e P'.S up nh& ?u‘l’ i+ ih our bn‘l’}\‘l’ub,
then went next door +o tell Mom and Dad what
’na??ened. But it 4urned out the P9 had raided
THEIR minibar, +oo.

Somehow i+ had even gotten into +he DRINKS.
T counted at least three em?-%y cahs on the
-ﬂom‘, and dont even ask me how a ?is mnhdsed
to do THAT.




Dad went down to the front desk o tell them
our "Fe-l‘" had gotten into the minibar and we
shouldnt be charsed for all the stuff it ate.

But ‘Hne clerk +o|d Dn& we were gonha }m\re +o
Puy for the stuff from the mnibar, and on ‘1‘0\:!
of THAT, there was a ﬁ'f‘ry-&o!lar ?eml-f)/ {or
vio‘nﬁha +he hotel's “no ?e‘!'“ ?oli(?(.

After the final -hally. +he P9 ended vp costing us
more than the ROOMS did.

Mom was eager to 5e+ on the road, so she woke
Rodrick up and +old him to get in the shower.
But T prabably shouldve mentioned to him that
the F'IS was in the bathtub before he S'fe\:?ed in.
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W}\eh we so-l' in -I'}\e car, Dad was on the ?}\ohe
wiﬂ\ }\is office. A??areh-i'ly, ﬂ.ere was some Sort
of emergehc)l , and he was +he on|?l one who krew
how 4o take care of i+.

Mom had planned a big clc.y for us with lots of
stops, so she wasn+ hn??r that Dad had 4o dedl
wiﬂn a work situation. But we }yH‘ +}\e road dh;(wu}(,
and Dad talked on the ?}\ohe while he drove.
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Our first stop was a place that claimed 4o have
+he Iar3e5+ piece of popeorn in the world, which
ended up not JDeihs +hat impressive. First of dll,
it wasnt a real ?iece of popeorn, it was a wood

carving, and second, it wasnt even all that {JIS.

\«“\eh we so‘l‘ out of *ﬂ\e car, Dad S‘ha;(e& back
on his call. The Pig s-l'a?ﬂe&, to0, slee?iha off the
drinks from the minibar.

_Greetings from the home of the

- LORLE LAGEST PORCORN NEAEL I3

Nex‘l‘ we went to a Plc\cz ‘l'i'\u‘i"s Su?Posenhy r'war"d
famous” because it has life-size carvings of all the
U.S. presidents in butter.
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This time Mom made Dad aet out of the van and
Join us, but he s-ha?red on the ?\wohe the whole time.

When we got back in +he car, Mom let Dad know
it wasnt OK for him o be missing out on “Fami
time.” Dad 4old her he JUS+ needed to deal with
one more work issue, and after i+ was taken care
of, hed give us Nis full attention.

Dad said he was about to get a call from one of
his international clients and that when he DID, it

was reailr impor-fant for everyone +o s+ay quiet so
it would seem like Dad was in the office.
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T+ didnt look like that was gohha be a bns Problem.
T"!ah‘ny was already down for his afternoon nap,
and the pig was sill Pussed out in the cooler.

A few minutes later, Dad’s call came in. You could
*ell b?' how loud the guy was +alkin3 that he was
upset. But Dad s?oke in a real even fone, and his

client seemed to calm down.

The rest of us s-h:\}/ed as quie-f as we could. But
then Rodrick got out one of his ?acks of bubble

gum and put all five pieces in his mouth and
started d-\ewiha it real loud.

Mom an??e& }\er -thsers to +ry uh& 3:‘1‘ }\irn +o

s+o? nnl:iha so much hoise.
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But her 'Fir\ser shapping was ac‘?‘ud"}( LOUDER
than the aum c}\ewihg , which you could tell was
irritating Dad.

Mom wanted Rodrick +o get rid of his gum, so she
Fressed ‘l’}\e button +o open +he sunroof. But when
she DID, the sound of air Jta'lm«rh-\a inside the van
was like a Jet +urbine.

Mom realized she had made a mistake, so she
Presse& +he button to CLOSE +he sunroof. But
before i+ shut all +he way, Rodrick chucked his
gum 'H\t’oue}\ the opening.
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The aum boomeranse& righ"f BACK and got stuck
in the gear track of the sunroof.

Mom frnh*l'ir.u“)a ?ressecl the “close” button, but
+1’\: suhroof was Jnmme& open. A+ +hd+ moment,
the air rus}u'ns in from outside dis|oc|3c4 Flat
5+nn|=}«‘ from the vent, and he went ﬂ)lr'hs.

Dnc{ was }\c\\rr'ha a reall }\nr& +ime cor\:en‘l'rq‘l'ihs
on his call and was fumﬁh’ns with the buttons +o
'}r?( and shut the sunroof himself.
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But now he didnt have a hand on the wheel and
was steering with his KNEES.

Dad started Jr;ﬁ.'hs out of his lane, and the
driver of a huse tractor-trailer let us know it,

which made Dad droP his P}\ohe.
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The horn also startled Muhhy, and his Pnc-fier
?oﬂ:ed out and onto the floor.

T"\ahhy was sutkihs air like he still had his Pad'ﬁer
n }'\is mou'l'l'\, and i krew we had about ten
seconds 1o find it before he had a full-on +antrum.

T sPaHed +he ?aciﬂer on the floor in front of
me ahd +rie& to unfasten my seat bel+ so I :oul&
ren:l'\ i+. But .'hs+edc{ I acci&eh‘l‘a“Y uhbuckle& ‘H\e
seat bel+ holding the COOLER in place.

Dad was +r>'ih3 o reach for his P\\ohe at the

same time, and he Jerke& the car to the left,
which made the cooler tip over.

o7 R

| gy
e

Unini|
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Now i+ was total chaos. The pig was loose, Mann:
was cl‘)/ihs, and Dad was crsing because he couldnt
reach his ?hona.

But +he main ?roblem was the PIG. T+ was
going bananas, running around on the floor and
squealing like crazy. E.veryohe was +r7Eh3 +o srub
it, but the pig was +o0 $|i??ar7.

Then, all of a sudden, the pig went quiet. And
Wl’\eh }\e ?0??3& bﬂ(k UP, we khew whr.

gUCK
SUCK
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T reached out real slowly and plucked Mahhy's
?oc[-ﬁel‘ out of the ?ials mouth. And that's when
i+ BIT me.

2§ guess +he P9 decided this was its chance +o
make a run for it. T4 ko??ed up on Mahhrls seat
and tried +o squeeze -H\rouah the window, which

was o?eh a cruck.

‘ﬂ\e ?ia mnhnse& to 3e+ ts }wenol and front |e35
out the window and wouldve made i+ ALL the

wa\y out if Mom hadn* Jum?ed over her seat and
Srabbcd its hind less.
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But when she longed for the pig, she kicked a

button on the stereo, and now we had the Spanish

CD blnrihs at full volume.

POR FAVOR, HABLE
MAS DESPACIO.

T}\: w*\oh +ime, Dnd wds swervihs all over +l'\z
F|ncc. EV:h‘I’un“)l, Mom got +he ) back inside
and closed Manny's window. Dad mdhdaed to
pull the van over and turn off the stereo.

I+ was ciuirl' n +}xe car for a full minute w]\ﬂe
e\rer?ro'ne cqus}ﬁ ‘H‘\efr |>ren\+l’\. Dnd was ren“}/ an
ﬂ'\u‘i’ we msseci vp l'ﬁs business call, nn& \'\: let us
krow i+.
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But he ?robab!‘y shouldve made sure his Phohe was
off first. Becavse when he ?u-t it 1o his ear, his
client was still on the other end.

Tuesday
After Dad’s work-call disaster ?resﬁ'ercl'n?/, he and
Mom had a |ons talk ovtside the car. Then ﬂ\e;(

got back in, and we drove in silence for a while.

A half hour later we ?ulled into the ?nrklhs lot
of a petting zoo. Mom oPehed the side door and
took the cooler with the pig in it ovt of the van.

PETTING Z(
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Mom went inside, and five minutes later she came

out with an emP-ty cooler.

Persoha”r, I wash+ Sa& to see ‘H'\r. P.‘s 90, but

Mdhh}/ was a different s+or7.

I'm not so sure Mom was &oihs the Peﬁihs zoo
nh)( favors b}( &ohn\ﬁhs d Pis that bites kids.

And s?edl:ihs of which, my ﬁh&er was real L?r
KILLING me.

Dad said that the Pig ?robnﬂy hadnt had nh?l

immunizations and Misl'\‘l' even *\nve rabies, w\\fcl’\

was NOT what T wanted 4o hear.
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The seen enough horror movies to know that when
a person gets bit b?/ an animal, hoﬂ\iha Sood
comes of i+. The LAST +Hh3 T need is 1o turn
nto some k;n& of were-?is, because +}m+ couH
req"y mess up my &n‘l‘ihﬁ life.

—| Chez “Henri

REALLY? I
HADN'T

Mom took a look at rn;/ {ih\ger, and T could ell
she was a little worried. She said we should find
a doctor o check it out, which didnt calm my
herves any.

Mom +ried to find an :mrsehr.r—cure ?lqr.a on
+he GPS, but there was ho'ﬁ\iha within a {i\f'fy-

mile radivs.

124



But she DID find a VETERINARIAN'S office
five minutes up the road.

S}\e said a veterinarian would l'\n\re the same stuff
a5 d resuhr &od’or, but a vet couH ac‘l’un“)l be
BETTER because ‘H'\ef hi@}\'f krow a 'H'\ihg or
two about P9 bites.

i1 hahesﬂ)/ H’\Ous}\‘f Mom was Jol:.'hs around about
‘ﬂ'\is veterinarian ﬂ‘u'hs, but she wads Jed& Serious.
Ahc] a few minutes later we ?u“eJ into ﬂ\e
Purkn'hs lot.

3ONDS |

VETERINARIAN

Mom talked to the receptionist at the front desk
while the rest of us waited on a bench.
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A minute later Mom came back with a cli\abonrd
and some ?a\aemork to fill out.

All T can say s, T }\aPe this stuff doesnt get
meJ on my Pel’mqheh'l’ rel:ot'ci, because H'r i+ crops
vp later in life, it could be embarrn\ssihs.

Emergency Pet Care

Patient Registration

(t n

Pet’s name: ,U"mg,

d
Owner’s name: -Am%
Species: N.U.mwn..

Last vaccination: _%acmmagli

History of worms? Yes B No O
ab a

Last rabies shot: _N/A

Spayed/Neutered? Yes [0 NoX
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Once Mom handed in the forms, the receptionist
told me T could sit with the other "Pnﬁeh-ts" to
wait for the doctor.

You'd ‘H\ihk 'I:’A 3¢+ some sort of ?riori‘f)! because
'rr-u d humnh beihs, but 'I 30+ Pu‘l’ b!}\ihd a Serbﬂ
that had swallowed a cigarette and a cat that
got its face stuck in a yosur‘f container.

When we had our 303, Sweetie, Mom had to take
}\im +o ‘i‘“\e vet a Bu‘r\c}\ of times for sz‘H'i'nS into
stuff he wasnt su??oseé to eat. But the LAST
time she took him, she didnt rem||7 heed o.

Mom \'\né {ouhd a buhch O\c emP‘i'y c:“ophnh:

wrappers from a Pack of whoo?ie ?.'es in the 1auh&rr

room, and she {Isure(l Sweetie had eaten them.
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A?Par‘eh'ﬂy, chocolate is like POISON 4o a
Jos, so Mom rushed him to the vet to get his
s+omach Fum?ed.

When Mom brousl-ﬁ Sweetie home from the vet,

she told me he had gotten into the wl\oo?ie pies.
T fel+ kind of bad, becavse T was the one who
ate 'H\em, hot 'I‘he Jos.

Ahd from w}\cﬂ' I,\le hear& : 39_H‘ih3 your si‘omac}\

?umPeJ isnt a real ?laasah‘f exPcrienca.
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T feel like my visit to the vet was Pa?rback for
the wkco?ie pie incident, es?ecially when the nurse
weia.\e& me on the same scale +he?l vse for DOGS.

‘ﬂ\e nurse took "7 +em?era+ure, +oo, and had
me hold the thermometer under my tongue for
+h.‘r-|7 seconds.

\hﬂ\ch I 3o+ bnck to ‘H’\e wni'l'ihﬁ area, Roc{rick
told me that when -I-key +ake an ANIMAL'S
+em?erd+ure, +he7 stick the thermometer
somewhere ELSE, and 'ﬂ\:}/ ?robablpf use the

same one for all their patients.
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T was worried Rodrick m’sl;ﬁ be rish-h but then
T realized this information was coming from a vy
who was eating gerbil pellets.

Twice while we were waiting at the vet's, Mann
bolted out the fromt door, and both times Dad
srabbed him before he got too far. T think
Mdhhy was ?re*H}: mad about us leaving his P9
at the Pe.-f-h'hs 200, and he was ac-h'hs out.

CHECK$ | 1L N
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When T was Mahhfs age, T used to get mad at
Mom and Dad and +r7 to run away all the +ime.
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T remember once when we were in the c}mhsihs
room at the ?oo| and Mom was +fy.'h3 +o make

me wear a ba‘r}\ins suit T didnt like. T 4ook off
runhing, but T wasnt realiy 'H\ihkihs about where
T was GOING.

RODRICK used 4o run away @ lot, +oo. When he
was in first 31’&&&, he'd take off ever?/ &d}/ at the
same time, but he'd come back home when Mom told
him his favorite TV show was on.




When Mahh)a tried to run away a THIRD +ime
+o&a?1 , Mom bous}vl‘ a retractable leash at the
front desk +o +ry and ke:? him under control.

Mom also got a bahdase for Rodrick’s foot so we
could start going into restaurants as a fan.ily again.

Fihd" . H\e veterinariah was read?l +o see me, an&
the nwrse led vs into the exam room. M?l ?n|r-1$
s+ar‘+e& Seﬁihs swea‘fy, because __t n|wc\?rs 3:1‘ a
li+tle nervous when it's 4ime to see the doctor.
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T'm ot a |>i3 fan of needles, and Mom knows
it. So whenever T need o get a flu shot or

sone‘r}n’ns, Mo doesnt tell me it's coming.

Ahd b?r +}\e +ime I ﬁsurc out w}m'l"s soihs oh,
it's too late.

But there werent ah?r shots this time around.
Mom told the vet what had happened, and she
took a look at r-?r ﬁh&ef.

T}\e vet saf& ‘ﬂ\ere was ho‘l"niha +to warr‘}JI about
since the Piﬁjs teeth hadnt broken the skin.
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She put some antibacterial ointment on my finger
Just to be safe and then sent me on ny Wf'

38 gotta says T was ?re-H?r imPresse& 5}4 +the
whole veterinarian experience. The doctor was no-

nonsense and didnt ambush me with any needles.

'I. ﬁ'surc wheh we 3e‘|’ {‘mck ,nor'm 'I: r-u‘sh‘r rcscnrl:l'\
some Veterinarians in our area. 1m hot sa ing
Tm deﬁhﬁcl?f going to make the switch, but T

do want 1o see what my o?-h'o‘ns are.

A\f‘i'er ‘I’}\e \fe+§, Dad s?eh‘l’ some time 1‘r‘?rih3 to
sd' ﬂ\c gum out of ﬂ\e sunroof wH"n a ?o?side
stick. But i+ was oo messy and e\fen+uq||7 he

sn\'e UP.
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Dad didn't like not bei‘ng able to close the sunroof,
so he drove around + ing to find a mechanic who
could fix it. But hobcd}v he talked +o would do i+
for under a hundred bucks.

So Dad went to a Sroccrf store and boug"\’r some
r.ello?huhe and duct tape, and he fashioned his
OWN Suhroo{.




T +hink Dad was Pre-H-y Proud of himself for
saving muhe)' on repairs, esPeciaHY when it started

to rain and his homemade sunroof held vp-

But after o w}\ﬂe +he ceﬂo?%nhe started {i“[hs
with water and 6-;35.

Eveh-fuail?r, the whole '!'}\Ins gave way, and for
once T was 3|d& to be sitting in +he back.
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We parked under an overpass and waited for the
rain to clear vp while Mnhh?( and Rodrick dmhsed
into some &r)J clothes.

The 4rip was a total disaster up +o +his point,
and even Mom was rzc\&y to admit it.

She said it Probably wasn+ such a Soo& idea to do
:Ver?r‘f}\ihs acmr&.’ns +o -ﬂ\e mnsazihe, ah& +l'\a+
if we swiﬂhe& +1’1£h35 up a H‘Hh, mn}lﬁe we could

turn ‘H\e ‘h’iF nraund.
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Mom said that from then on, wed go wherever

the road took us and we'd make decisions as a
FAMILY alohs +}\e wnr. Sh: sa..'& +}1: rest of
ﬂwe +ri? cou|<.Jr be |ike H’\ose Cl\oose Your Own

Ad\reh‘l’ure books.

T alwa}rs liked those books, because on e\r:ry Page

)Jou 32'!- +o make a decision that c}mnses +he s+or)1.

The ancient statue has a

priceless gem in its eye
socket. The inseription at
the base of the statue
reads STEAL FROM ME
AND PERISH. What do
you do?

If you pry the gem from
the statue, turn to page 40.

If you stop and pet the
kitten, turn to page 23.

93

T}\e ?roH:m 5, I hever seem ‘o r'\nlce ﬂ\e c}\oir.es

that get me fo a hu??y ehdihs.
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T fact, it seems like no matter WHAT choice T
make, its n!wa;(s +the WRONG one.

When you step onto the
dais to pet the kitten, the
ground beneath you gives
way, opening into a deep
chasm.

You fall to the bottom and
die. Better luck next time!

The End

T wasn't so sure about Mom's hew aPProdch, bt T

{iaure& o.h?r’r}\iha was dn imPro\remeh+ as loha as I
didnt Se‘l’ bit {)}/ ahy more ?4'35.

Aaf‘i'er +}'\e rainstorm Passz& , we 3°+ {mck n +’he
car and gave Mom’s idea a +ry. When we reached
our first intersection, s}\e asked eVer)(one if we
should +urn riah'l- or left or go s+rni3‘h+.
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So we held a vote. Me and Rodrick voted to turn
ria}rl‘, and that's what we did. And when we got
4o ANOTHER intersection, we voted nsa.ih, and
this +ime we turned LEFT.

We drove into this little town that had two
restavrants, and after we \ro-l-ed, we went to one
that ended up }\dvihs +he bes+ a??le pie The ever
+asted in my life. Th fact, it was so gaa& we
ordered a SECOND one.
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Mom was rcn'H); ﬂedsed with herself for coming up
with this new a?Proqd\ and said she was genna
write in +o "-Family Frolic” and +ell THEM about it+.

The o'r\|7 person who WASN'T }mwhs a Squ
+ime was MANNY, who still seemed upset about
the pig- Mom kefrf the leash on him even while we
were enh'hs, +o make sure he didnt +r}( and ruh

away ag ain,

After lunch, Mom asked me to take Mnhh?r +o the
bathroom, which oh‘;f had ore toilet in it. So T
waited outside for him to do his business.

Mqhh;/ was in there for a while, and T started +o
wonder what was 'l'akihs him so |oh3.
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T -ﬁna!ly oPeheJ +he door, and he was GONE.

Luckﬁb}, Dad saw Mnhr\?f +hrau3[\ the front
wih&ow of +1~.e restaurant and scooPed Hm up
before it was too late. Because if i+ ]‘\n\d been
another minute or two, who knows HOW far he
would ve gotten.
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We got back in the van and Mom s-h'a??ed Mahh)J
into his car seat. When we got 1o a s+o?|u'3}\+,
everyone asree& that we should g0 left, and we
waited for the L'SH' +o c}\ar\se.

When i+ turned green, Dad S+e??ed on the 99s,
but a car came out of how}\ere and TOTALLY
ran the red |i3|'\+.

Dad laid on the horn, but the driver Just ke?-f

on Soihs.

T}\en aho‘f}\cr car ran ﬂ\e 1:'31'\‘1‘, and +}\e'n
ANOTHER. T+ was like hol)a&7 even NOTICED
that the |i3h+ was red.
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Dad was getting Fre+|7r frustrated, and when he
saw a gap between two cars, he Pu-f the P“H +to
the floor and }th a left.

We bareiy Sc‘uee:e& in front of the NEXT car,
which ALSO ran the Hs!’v’r.

\hﬂ‘\eh 'I lookccl hnck at ‘I’}\e car bchihd us, I.
noticed Sonc‘f}\ihs weird. There was a little ﬂaﬂ oh
either side of the hood.
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Mom noticed the ﬂass, t00, and she gt really
upset- She said the vehicles behind vs were part of
a FUNERAL Process.‘ah.

She ex?lnihc& +hat Jurihs a funeral, cars are
allowed +o 90 ‘l’l.'\rous}\ red |I3}\+s on their \-m}/
from the church +o the c:ma‘fer;/ so Jr}\e}l can all
stick 'toseﬂ'\er. And now we'd gohe and cut off
the line of cars.

Dad was getting Fuhicl:?r that all the cars behind
our Van were how {oﬂowihs US, and he tried o
shake +them off our +ail b?f makiha a few c{ui:k Furns.
_
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T+ didnt work, +|.'\ou3}'\. Dad said he was gonha
3°+ back on the }nis}wway and -h"y +o lose the cars
THAT way, but Mom said the LEAST we could do
was |ea& +}1e ?eo?le beHn& us to H\e cem’.‘i‘er‘y.

So Mom 47?&& "cemeﬂr?r" into the GPS, and

ﬂ\:re was onhe J“5+ s few 610:!:5 dwa;}.

QUNTRY 182 RESULTS FOR "CEMETERY"
QUIET MEADOWS | 0.5

RESTFUL OVERLOOK| 7.2
PEACEFUL VIEW 7.9
PLEASANT HILLS 9.3

We clrow_ +}1raush ﬂ\e sa+es and ?url:ed n|oh3 ﬂ\e
side of the ?cﬁ'l\. E\faryche who was -Fo”owihs us
so+ out of +}\eir cars, but ‘H\:}/ seemed confused.

One |ook at 1'}\& Srn\leﬁ’ohes and it was clear wh-ﬁ'
had happehe&. APqueMI};, the GPS +reats all
cemeteries the Same, and it had taken us to a

PET ceme'{'er}(.
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got u3'|7.

Aaf‘i'er escn?ihs wi-ﬂ'\ our lives from ‘ﬂwe Pe-!'

cemeh:r)t, eVer?rohe &eci&e& it woul& be best to
J'uﬁ Pnck it in for +’;\= r\fs}ﬁ. So we found a
hotel a few miles qwa)/ and got a room on the
seventh floor.
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Dad wasnt comfortable |chih3 all our stuff in
the van, since someone could get in ﬂ\roug}\ the
sunroof and steal whatever 'H\e}( wanted, so we
had 4o 4+ake EVERYTHING into the hotel.

T}\is rnor‘nihe Mom wah‘fe& ‘o kee? Soihs wH"n
‘l',ne Choos: Your Own A&Vch‘furc F|nh. I was
starting to wonder if i+ was such a great idea,

since it almost got us killed 7es+er&n7, but Mom
was sticking with it.

5}\: 3rnbbe& a buhch of brochures from ‘I’}\e front

desk and braus}\‘l' ‘H’}:m 1o breakfast so we could
ﬁaure out what we wanted to do for the da;{.

148



There were o\c+un!1;( TOO mah}; options, and

mbod)/ could agree oh what 1o do.

Dad wanted +o take an nH—JnP( Suided tour of a
Civil War battlefield. Mom wanted +o go to the
beach. And Rodrick wanted o go to the electric

guitar museum,

149



What locked like the most fun o ME was a place
called Soak Central. We went 4o a water ?ark
LAST summer but 301’ rained out, so :l: -Fisur:r;
+this would make vp for it

But Mom ru\d +}\rous’n ‘I'}\e brcc}\urz dhcl san San\k
Central looked “artificial” and that the whole
point of this rip was to AVOID ?lnccs like that.
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Since hobo&;( could agree on n\hy-ﬂuhs, Mom said
she was makiha an “executive decision and that
we were going to the beach. Dad didn't COM?idih,
becavse T'm sure he was 'ﬂ'\ihkihs that if we were
going to the shore, he rm‘s}vl‘ nc'fua“;/ geta
chance to use his BOAT.

T reall)t not much of a beach person mfself.

Whenever we go o one, we brihs a blanket and
s?reud it out, then sit there for the whole da;r.
And yeu cant reaHr ge ah;rwhere, because ?rou're

worried someone will take your s?o-t.

T}\e last time we went 4o ‘ﬂ\e beac}\, Dn& {)rousl'\‘l'
the ‘l'e\r? Ke uses o cover the boat so we'd have

more room for our fanﬂy and all our stuff.
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But the tarp was at LEAST twice the size of our

old blanket, and i+ +ook up a ton of space on
*ﬂ\e bench.

Not to mention the fact that it's made of
PLASTIC, so with the sun be:rfiha down, it
was like 5.'-H'§h3 ina -Fryihs pan.

T+ was ESPECIALLY embarrassing when +he
rest of my {dm?l}l went to 3rnb lunch on +he
banr&walk r.\h& I \\q& +o hahe *mck oh +}1e +arP
b}/ r-?(sel'F +o watch our stuff.




So T wasnt real excited about going to the beach,
cSPecia”y since T knew Dad had his boat tarp
with him.

The beach was a few hours” drive away, $0 i
decide& +o take a hd? vhhil we so-i’ 'l"here. Ah&
believe me, with all the Juhk Pi!e& up in +he back

of ﬂ\e minivan, it wasnt easy.

T woke vp when the van slowed down. T ﬂ\oust'ﬁ
we were ot the beach, but we hadnt even gotten
1o the br\'dae ,ye+. T+ seemed like everyone had
the same idea WE did.

WONK HONNj gEEEEP O

el el kil
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When we were about a quar-ter of a mile from
the bn’dae, T could tell Dad was starting o

get nervous.

He HATES br‘FcISes, because for some reason he

5e+s 45117 whenever he has 4o drive over one.

The bridsc 1o the beach is one of those kinds
that's reaH),' h.‘e}\ above the water, and T'm sure
Dad wasnt looking forward 4o being stuck on it
for the next half hour.

Mom told Rodrick HE could drive. So we Pulled
over and everyohe switched seats.
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Dad ook my P!dce in the back so he wouldn't see
the bn‘dae out the front window, and T moved to
the middle row.

When Rodrick got in the driver’s seat, he took
udvnh'faae of Dad’s radio rule and blasted hen\r)/
metal music. And T could tell that wasn+ hel\:i'ns

Dad’s nerves.

We were on|?l going about three miles an hour.
If ioakec! h',:e we were gohha be S‘}UCk on ﬂ\e
bri&s: even |oh3¢r ‘ﬁ\uh I cx?ed‘etl, so I o?emd
the be\a of cheese curls Rodrick bous]'\*i' at the

Srocer}! store.

155



There was a seasull sitting on +he bridge ru.h’hs

next to our minivan, and it looked ﬁs’{ﬂ‘ at me.
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i guess T kind of felt sorry for it, so T tossed
a c'nees: curl out of ﬂ’]: suhroof. I l’mVe o sa)l,

'_]: was Prdﬂy imPressecI wl'\eh 1‘}\: seasuu taus}ﬁ

the thing in midair.




T was about to throw it ANOTHER one, but
Mom s+oP?eJ me.

S}\e sm'ci seusu”s dare reu“y o\seressi\re, dhtl SMhS
them "FcoPIe food” is a bad idea.

She was ris}\'l' about the "c\ssressive“ 'i’*\ihs ,
because +wo seconds later the sea3u|| was oh top
of the car, and ?Jou could tell it wanted more food.

I +hrew nhoﬂ\er ohe at it to try and mnke it
go away, but ‘H’\e sensu“ bobHed ‘ﬂ'\: c}mcesz curl,
which fell rig}\'l' back into the car.
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Thats when things got BAD.

' DOINg
.Y YN

The seagull l’\oPPed down INTO +the car and ate
the cheese curl off the floor.

For a second, everyone was in a state of shock that

a Seaguil was in our Van, and mbody moved a muscle.

T}\e seasu” squnwked a few times ahrj +}\eh +ried
to \qP( back out ﬂ\e wn}/ it came in. But it m'sseci
the opening b}( about 4wo feet and smacked into
the roof.
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Then i+ Just went comPIe-hﬂ?/ nuts, ﬂfihs
arouhd and crus}\iha into the windows. Everyone
was in a total panic, and feathers and cheese

curls were everywhere.

Then the seagull got 3ree4)( and srdbbad +he bns
of cheese curls off the floor. But T Shdsse.& t
and held on for dear life. E\ler}lohe was f:"ihs at
me +o let g0 of the bns, but T wasn+t giving in.
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'F-hall?x, the seusu'll beat me in our +v3-o1c-wmr and
flew straight vp through the sunroof, taking the
cheese curls with it. But the sadsu“ didnt get far
with the bas.

Al:ou+ ﬂ'\rerquar‘fers of ‘ﬂ'\e c}\cese curls ehded
vp BACK in the minivan, and from there it was a
+otal ni3h+mre.
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A few of the seasulls few vp {front, and Rodrick
So-f so freaked out he hit the gos. Wwhen the
birds ﬁhnllr cleared out and -H\.'r\as settled down,
we had a whole NEW ?robhm 1o deal with.

Believe i+ or hot, +}1: ?mpk n +}\e car ‘H’m‘l’ we
rear-ended were nc‘l’uquy Prc‘H?( hice.

I+ was & man and his w.‘fe, and ﬂ\e seemed to
understand it was an accident. So -I+.ef exc}mhsed
insurance information wH‘}. Da& - and +}\e ?oiice

didn't even need +o 3:1' involved.

IL ahf‘l”nihs GOOD came out of the accident, it
was that i+ 30+ us out of gong +o the beach.
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The BAD news was +hat now our van wouldnt
start, and we had to wait an hour for a tow
truck 4o come.

All the traffic went down 4o one lane, and that
didnt make us too ?o?ulm‘ with +he ?ea?le -tryins

to cross the bn‘dse.

'ﬂ'\e su?r at +}~.e auto rePn[r s\\oP said we cracked
H’\e radiator and it was gonna take at least
four or five }\ours to fix it. ﬂ'\n\‘i meaht we
needed o find someﬂm’ns +o do for the rest of
the &a?z.
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When we s+ePPe& ovtside, T was ?re++>/ shocked
1o find out we were ohly two blocks away from
Soak Central, which is where T wanted +o g0 in
+he FIRST ?iace.

I BEGGED Mom 4o let us g0 +}\ere wMe we were
wni‘Hhs for ‘l’}\e van ‘o 35‘1‘ fixed.

S}\e said she would rn\ﬂ‘\er we did sorneﬂwiha

"w\'\aizsom" h'ka g0 1o a local lfbrnr)l, but ‘ﬂ'\r's time

she was outvoted four 4o one.
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So we walked o Soak Central and Pai& for +ickets
at the gate. Then we got a locker and put in all
the stuff that we didnt want to get wet.

---rl-f'IEI-

We d’\ahsed into our bu%-h\g suits and met outside
the restrooms. T+ was SUPER crowded, and
ﬂ\ere was ho wn?( we were gonhhd find five lounse
chairs all +03e+’ner. We eveh‘fudlly found ONE
:l'u\ir wi-tl'\ d 1few {:-rokeh S‘h’dFS, nh& Jum?ed our
towels and the rest of our stuff on it.




Mom and Dad s-hvul back with Mahh)f,. So me
and Rodrick were on our own. But Mom said she
wanted the two of us to stick +ose+}\er.

We went +o the giant wave P°°I first, but there
were about a BILLION ?eo?le nit

Rodrick sueaesﬂ& we qu}l hf&e-n‘h&-seek, but
wH’n all +}\e ?eo?k ah(.j; rafts in +’n: PM', I
knew i+ would be inpassible for the seeker +o find
the hider.
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T said to make it FAIR, the hider couldnt swim
underwater. T didn't real'l;/ trust Rodrick not +o
c['\ea-l', but he came up wH‘h a wny +o make sure +}\e

hider followed +he rules.

Rodricl: 3°+ a paper F!ace mat from 'ﬂ\e shack bar
and said the hider had o kee\: it Jr?r fo prove he
didn+t 90 vnderwater. And I }mvg to adm‘*}, '_E
was Pre*H)J Jm?r:sse& }w_ came up wH'}\ +}\a+ all on

his own.

T volunteered 4o be the first hider and found a
sFo+ at the far end of the ?ool where T knew
Rodrick would have trouble ﬁh&nhs me.
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What T DIDN'T know was that Rodrick had
written some-rh;na on the Phce. mat before 3;vih3

it to me. Uh'{orﬂ'uha‘i’elf 7 e\rer}lohe AROUND me
noticed before T did.

\(ﬂ'\a‘f l'\e wrote woul&'\re been bad ehoush oh its
OWN, but the m’ssPelle& word somehow made i+
WORSE.
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And even MORE embarrass?ns was when the
|'-fe.3uar& got down from her chair and told me T
had +o get out of the pool.

f_--_-—'—
G

When i+ comes to Rodnck, The gotta learh never
to trust him. ESPECIALLY at water ?arks.
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T was done with Rodrick after the place mat
ﬂ\ihs and didn care if Mom said we needed +o
stick +ose+1'\er. T left him behind and went +o a
waterslide by m;(sel\f.

T hadnt realized how !ohs the line was until T
got hal{wa{y vp the stairs. But br then a ton
of ?eop|e were BEHIND me, and 'ﬂwere was ho
‘l'urhihs back. So 1 wds ?qcked n wH‘}\ these
?co?ie ol T got to +he ‘I'o?.

T+ was renﬂ}l hot, and Peo?k were starting to
3e+ def'l'n\'i’ed b}l how slow 'ﬂ'\e line was mvihe.
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Then the kid r@ﬁ behind me Pokcd the I“J)’ in
FRONT of me in the butt with o Pool noodle,
and she ﬂwous’n*l‘ it was ME.

So then T had her BOYFRIEND +o deal with.

T really didnt want to getinto a Fis}\'f over
some"{‘hihs like this, but lu:kﬂ?' it didn’t come 4o
that. We were at the top of the stairs, and it was
time to go down the slide.

Uhfor'l*uhaﬂ!y, the raft was a four-seater, which
made things prety awkward on the ride down.
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'ﬂ\e slide em?-h‘ed out into an area w}mer: ﬂ'\ere
were o toh of ra'F+s, wl*.ich was 3ren+ because i+
gave me a c}\nhce to }\i&e from +’;m+ woman nh&
her boyfriend. T went around the |u\?_)l river fwice
1o make sure T'd lost them.

T4 had ehousl'\ with the water after that, so T
went back o our |ouh3e chair o get r-?t clothes.
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But the chair was GONE, and all our stuff was
l}’;hﬁ na ?ile on the srouhd.

T found the rest of my fnm’ly at the snack bar
getting lunch and told +hem what }m?PeheJ with

our lovnge chair.

Mom said i+ wouldnt be hard 4o ﬂsure out who
TOOK i+ because of +he broken straps.
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We s?read out 1o look for i, and T searched the
area 57 +he wave Pool.

Sure :hous]'\, our |ouh3e cha.’r was ‘H‘\er:. But I
couldnt BELIEVE who was SITTING in i+.

T dont know what the odds are of running into
+he same ?eo\ﬂe usaih and asnih, but +his was
starting fo get RIDICULOUS.

1 -ﬁsured it was best +o Jus-l' le+ +he Beardos
HAVE our |ouh3e chair and not make i+ into a
bis deal. So when T :dua}\'i‘ back vp with my
fam’ly, 9 Pre‘h’_hded T didnt have any luck
‘Flh&ihs our chair.
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B?r now our food was getting cold, and we still
didnt have ahyw}'\et‘e to eat. We e\reh-l'uall?r found
a place to sit behind the snack bar.

Ever)lohe seemed redcly 1o leave after that.
Mom asked for the l:ey +o the locker so she could
get our stuff. But T 4old her T didnt HAVE it

S}\e said s}\e hn& Si\'eh me the ke;(, but I turhed
{)o‘ﬂ'\ Focke‘l's of r-\:/ bn‘ﬂ\ihs suit inside out to
prove Jr’h:;t were em?'f?r.
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T was pretty sure she'd gven the ke;r to
RODRICK, but he said HE didn*+ have it, either.

Every{:o&y searched themselves for the Ley, but
we all came up emp -handed. This was a HUGE
?roblem, because Mom and Dad’s cell P}\ohcs and

wallets were in that locker, so we couldn't leave

until we found it.

We went to an erm?loyee at the front counter and

told him we lost our key.

But when "\z usk:d whu‘i’ our \ack:r number was,
nohe of us could remember. There were hundreds of

them, and 'l'}\e?/ all looked exar.ﬂ?( the same.

175



He said the locker number was written on the kc;r,
but of course THAT information wasn+ getting

us uh)/w\\zre.

The 9y said the oh!r +¥\ih5 we could do was +r7
and FIND the key, 50 we s?iH vp and retraced

our s+:?s across ‘ﬁ'\: water Fark.

Rodrick went to the wave le where we Piaye&
hide-dhd-seek, and I went to +’ne |nz.)/ river but
didnt }\n\le nr\)l luck.

= ® o (ge=
W}\eh we met back vp hobocl}( \‘m& fauh& +h: k:}(
Mom said rnn)dl:te we nccideh‘l‘a“f ﬂ\l’ew it awa

after we ate, so we tlus ‘l‘l’\rous}\ +’n= +rns}\ hear

where we sat.
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Mom said we should all concentrate real hard and

+r?r +o remember w}\ic}\ locker we Pu+ our stuff n,
and when T did, T could SUCHC"JV see it c|er.|r|>( n

m}l mind.
/(-F’ﬁ — "vj
929
ﬁ — |®
O

T +old Mom, and we went s‘?rdis}'\‘r 4o locker 929.
Sure ehoug]'\, it was locked, and there was no ke)a
in +he door.
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We went back 4o the vy at the counter 4o ell
him which locker was ours, but we had o wait a
long ime before we could get his attention.

When we told him our locker number, he got ovt
*ﬂ‘qe master kef and wu”(ecl ovVer +o number 929
wiﬂ'\ us. But by H\e +ime we 301’ ﬂ\ere, +}1e ke)f was
back in the slot and +he locker was EMPTY.




That meant someone had found our ke?r and
STOLEN all our stuff.

Then T ﬂ'\ouﬁ}ﬁ of ANOTHER ?ossibih)ry: When
the Beardos took our |ovhse chair, ‘H‘\ey mustve
taken our KEY, +oo.

I decided 1o +ell Mom and Dad all about the
Beardos and how 'ﬁ\ef ?robdblr stole our stuff 4o
Sd’ some Pn;rl)nck on me. Then T ook them +o
the area where T last saw them sitting.

But b}/ +he +ime we got there, +}~.e?( were GONE.
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T was worried ﬂ'\e‘y mr3h+'ve a|rc=\d?r lef+ the
?urk, so T ran to the front gate. And sure
ehous}\, the Pur?ie Van was Puliihs away.

T KNEW +hat 'Fmil); was bad news from the
besihhihg, but T never -ﬂ\oug}m‘ -H\e)/ were caPaHa
of THEFT.

Dad uvsed the Phom at the front desk +o call the
?o“ce, but ‘H’\e cops said that wH‘\'\au‘i‘ a license
?lad'e rwmber i+ would be ren"y hard to 4rack down

our stolen stuff.
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TF there was any GOOD news about our situation,
it was that the key 4o the van wasnt in the

|ocker, because it was back at +}~.e mechahic's.

So we walked 4o the avto repair sho? , where

the mechanic was se'l"l‘ihs reacl?/ to ?u'f n a new
radiator. He told Dad it was gonna cost almost
three hundred dollars, but Dad told him he
couldnt P“}l because his wallet J“5+ got stolen.

Dad told the mechanic he'd mail him a check the
second we so-l' home, but +’ne 3”7' saié 1’1: couuh"i’
take an “1.0.U." He said what he COULD do
was put some sealant on the busted radiator,
which would last a &d?r or two before it wore off.
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But the mechanic said we'd have 4o run the heater
inside the van at full blast +o kceP +he engine
from o\rer’neaﬁns. He said i+ mis}vi' sound ‘mz}’*
but it dc-h.-nlir works.

Mom and Dad talked i+ over and decided we should
Just drive the van all the way home. We didn’t have
nh7 mohe.7 or a Phohe, but we DID have a full +ank
of ges. Dad ﬁsure& if we drove s+ra.‘3}\+ +hrou3]\,
wed get back at about 3:00 in the morning.

Mom seemed ?reﬁy sad the +n'? was getting cut
short, but +o be honest, T was kind of relieved.

W‘\ch we 50+ n +}1e Vah, Dd& -!'ur'ne& up *H\e hen-l'
Jus* like ﬁwe mec}mnfc +told him to, and wH"nih
about ‘H’\IH’){ s:r.ohcls it was a }\un&re& clesre:s
inside the car.
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Mom cPene& all the windows up front, but it was
like a FURNACE where T was sitting, since the
windows back there don't open.

T +old Mom T didn't think T could make i+ all
the way home without inhs of heatstroke, but
she said T'd be fine as long as At s+a71ed ]nydra-?e&.
Then she got 4wo cases of water out of the boat
and brous}rl' +hem into ‘H\e. Vah.
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We headed out onto the }\nglnwdf, and T went
'ﬂ\rousln four bottles of water in the first hour.

I +n'e:1 +o fall asieeF +o m\ke +\‘~.e +riF g0 -Fns+er,
but I 39'# wo,:eh up w}'\eh someba&y s-l'n\(‘l'e&

}\ohkr'hs +heir horn.

'ﬂ'\e ?eo?k n ‘H’\e car next to us were wavfhs 'H‘\eir

arms and +r7.'h9 to get our attention.

;.’7

When T looked behind us, T was 5ur?n‘se(j +o see
+1’m+ +’he +an oh +}\e boat was loose and -ﬂuP?Ihs

arouh& n ﬂ‘\e wfh&.

And ever)"ﬂ\ihg INSIDE +he boat was ﬂ;r.hs OUT.
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Cars were swer‘vfhs lef+ ah& r?s}\-l' +I'>(|:h3 +o

avoid our stuff ﬂ)‘ihs ‘H’\rous}\ +he ar. B}d row,
Dad had seen w}m‘l‘ wds soihs oh in ﬂ\e rearview
mirror, and he Puued over 1o the side of the road.

We s?eh‘l' the next two hours wn|kir\3 down ﬂ'\e
,nis}\wa)z ‘l‘r)fihs +o recover all owf our stuff. But we
had +o gve vp when i+ got dark.
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Once we got back to the van, we sorted 'ﬂ\foug}x
the things we had collected. T'd say T found
about two-thirds of the clothes T4 ?acke& for
+he rip, but Mom said there were whole BAGS

ﬂ’m‘i’ were missi hg.

\ﬁ“‘\d"‘ was REALLY 3ross was +l'\a+ a few of
the items we Picl:ed vp werent even OURS.

Rodrick found a ?air of underwear that was as
stiff as cardboard.

Once we got back in the car, Mom said we needed
to start -H-\ihkihg about eating. Rodrick wanted +o
open +he ?ackuge of cinhamon rolls that was still
in the Srccer?r bus, but Mom said ﬂ\e?r hadnt been
re'Frisera"l'e& and hed se'l‘ sick if he ate them.
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Mom used +he GPS +o -h’ly and find a Place +o
eat. But +he ohl)l ?laces that were open at +hat
hour were fast-food restaurants, and Mom

wash+ }‘“?P}l about +}~.a+.

We ended vp ?u“fhs over at a rest stop d|oh3
the }\ishway that had a fried chicken F|oce. Since
we &i&h'+ ‘hav: ah}y cas\\ or credit car&s, we hacl
‘o scrounge arouhd on +}~.e floor of ‘H‘\e car for

loose chahse.

We came vp with three dollars and fifteen cents,
which T was ?reHV sure wash+ even ehous}m to
3e+ a &rumsﬁck and a +hi3]\.

Mom said rnr.\}lln ‘H’\:}f l’\u& a value menu wi‘ﬂ\ less
ex?ehsi\re items, so we got out of the car and
walked to the restaurant.
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But when we 30+ to the entrance, the doors

were locked. We could see workers inside, but

d.??areh'ﬂy at that hour the oh|?r -H\ins open
was the &rive--f}\roush.

We 30+ bdck n +}\e car and +r|'e<l +o enter +l'\:
dr.'v:fﬂ'\roua}\ lane, but wH'}\ +he |)o«a+, it was
oo ‘I’is]'ﬂ’ a squeeze. So we }mcl o rcPdl'l: dhd g0
‘ﬁ\l’ou\g}'\ on FOOT.




We stood next to the menu and waited for
someone to come on the s?eaker and +ake our
order, but no one did.

Dad said there must be some kind of sensor that
could detect the weish'f of a car, so we did our

best o rigger it.
. RhfE
' T

X)) B

ety mh-ﬂ- ——ay W~

EV:h‘fudH;/, somel)od)l inside noticed vs and o?:he&
the drive-'f’.'\roush window.




Mom asked what we could get with the mohey we
had, and the cashier said we could bu;/ a small box
of chicken ruggets and a biscuit.

So we got that, ?ius a handful of barbecve sauce
Fc.cke-fs. 'ﬂ\eh we went back to the van and s?l.'-!-
vp the food five wa;/s.

We drove for a half hour or so, but 57 now it was
?re'H)r obvious we werent gonha make it all the
wa;f home in one shot. So we were gonna have 1o

find a Pld.ce +o s|ee?.

We didnt have n\h)/ Moht)/ for a hotel, so Mom
4ried to find a :anpsi'l'e hearb}:.
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The closest one was +en miles in the opposite
direction, kus}\. Dad said we were just gonna
have to take +he next exit, find a place where we
could ?ark, and slee? in the car.

T was open o just about ahfﬂ\ihs as long as we
could turn the heater off when we s+a??ec|.

But as soon as we took +he exit, i+ was clear we‘&

made a mistake.

First of all, the road wasnt ?ave&. There werent
c.hy 9as stations or stores or even dh;( houses.

'ﬂ\ere were JUS'f trees on either side of the rod&,

and ho streetl; 3}-\-}5.




We drove for a long time, but +he road was
narrow and there wasnt a Sood ?iace to ?u" over.
T +hink everyom was getting ?re-Hy s?ool:ed,
and eveh+ual'|7t Mom told Dad we should Just get
back on +he hishwn;;.

But Dad kept saying he was POSITIVE +hat
at nh)l momeht we were gohha fird a soo& P|dce
to s+oP.

The farther we went, +hou3}\. the more nervous

Mom became, becavse now even the GPS didnt

k'now where we were.

We saw some sishs vp c\l‘\:n&, and we all 5°+

?

excited that nqybe we were getting back +o

civilization, But we were wrong.
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Ris}rl' at the moment when ever?rohe's herves were
-}o-h:liy shot, there was a realI?/ loud moise.

Da& swewe& off +}\a roa&, nh& our car came to
a S‘l'op in +’nr_ mud.

M)/ ears were ringing, and T looked around +o +r7
and ﬁgure out whn‘l’ had l'\d??ehed.
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T ex?acﬂ& to see broken elmss e\mrrw}\ere, but

the windows were intact, and there was some kind

of weird goo all over them.

Rodrick }m& 'H'\e 3°°ef stuff on +\\e back of his
head, and he was TOTALLY Frcakiha ovt.

T still didnt know what was going on, but then

T looked in the grocery {ms, which had shreds of

+he cinhamon roll ?dcknse ihside.

The tube had EXPLODED because the |>d3 was
si-Hihs rig\ﬁ oh +°P of one of the heater vents.
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But RODRICK didn't know that 7:+. He had
uhcooke& cinhamon rolls all over ‘ﬂ'\e bntk of 1‘\55
head, and he %ou‘g]ﬁ the dous}\ was his BRAINS,

What u?sd Rodrick even MORE was when he saw
Mﬂhhy |ick.’n3 the stuff off his \cihaers.
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Once Rodrick {-surcr} out what had haPPehcz}
and calmed down, we cleaned vp the inside of the

minivan with some paper towels.

‘ﬂ\&h Da& +ur“he& -ﬂ\c car urouhcl ahd drove back
to the }\iahwa}(. At the next exit there was a
Su?ermarke‘f with an em?‘fy Farkins lot, so Dad
Pulle& in for the his}nt

We ohly had four reclining seats in the van and
five Pcofle, so Mom volunteered Dad +o slec? n
the boat.

I khow Dad was |ookih3 {orwn\rd +o usihs 1‘.{5 boat
on this trip, but T'm guessing this was NOT what
he had in mind.




Wednesday

I‘f +ook me a |on3 time to fall us|ee? last+ r\is}ﬁ,
and T was woken vp at about 6:00 in the morning
w\'\eh +}1e Srncer‘y store emﬂoyees s+a.r‘+e& a.rrJVFhs
for work.

B>

= QATTLE
ATTLE RATTLg!

B?r then the sun was up and it was alreo&r hot
in the car, F|us we were all S'h'cky and miserable

from sleeping in our clothes.

We wn!ked over +o ﬂ-\e srocery store to see if
‘H’\e H let us use +’[\e baﬂ'}\raam ‘o wns}\ up, but
‘1'1'\: mahager sai& ‘H’\e store wou'dhl‘i' be open ‘o

customers for another 4wo hours.
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When we were walk.hs back 4o the car, Mom said
we could use Mnhhy's bab}( wipes to get cleaned up-
But then she realized she had dC(Idﬁh"’d”}/ locked
the keys inside the minivan.

“There was HOPE, +}~.ou5}\. The sunroof was stil
open, so Dad tried to FISH +he keys out of the
cwp holder.
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After a lot of '}t’?hha, he still couldn’t get the
ria}rl‘ anglle. T+ looked like we were out of
options at that point, but then Mom sassesﬂ&
ma)ﬂ)e MANNY could 3e+ +}~.e ke)fs out.

So Dad lowered Mdhh?( ‘|’}\I’oush +he sunroof l);f
his leash.

Once Manny was in the van, he took his sweet time.
First he went into the backseat and ate the two
barbecue sauce ?acke-l's we }\ad lef+. 'ﬂ'\cn 1‘\& c}us
ﬂ\rous\w r";/ duffel bas and found a Puck of Oreos
IJ& been suvihs J'us+ in case.
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Mdhhr Fihally made his way fo the front of the
car and got the kefs, but instead of oPehihs the
door to let us in, he started the engine.

Then he fiddled with the knob on the stereo until
he found o radio station he liked.

1) THE ITSY-BITSY J
SPIDER CLIMBED UP
Y

Mom n\hd Dn& were Pouhdihs on ﬂ'\: w[hciows,
-}rfihs to get Mahh?r to open the door. But
then Mahhy put the car in DRIVE.

T +hink until then :Ver)loh: had \car30++en +ha+
T"\nhhy !nnd been 1ryih3 to run nwn}f, becavse we
never wcuuj\re mn&e ﬂ\e m'si’ul:e of |c‘H‘Ih3 }\im n
the van |>7 Kimself if we had remembered.
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Luckﬂy ’ Mdhh)} wasn+ +all ehoua}\ to reach the
geas ?er}al, because if he could, he wouldve been

ASH

lohs gone.

T +hink Mahh;/ knew his escape ?lah was foiled,

at least for now. Mom 1fihd||7 convinced him o

unlock +he doors and let us in.

Once we got going again, T started seeing some
familiar sis%ﬁ-s out ﬂ\e window 7 because we were

bnsica"y retracing our Paﬂ\ back home.

We were r.omihs vp on ‘H’\e town where we s?erﬂ' ‘ﬂ\e
first niah'i' of the trip, and when we ?nssed |>7 +he
motel we'd s-}uyed in, T saw the CRAZIEST +hih3.
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There was a PurPle van in the Far]:ihe lot.

T +old Dad, and he Fuliad over. We took a closer
look a+ the van, and sure enoush it was the one
that be|oh3ed to the Beardos.

That meant -ﬂ\e){ were 5+a7ih3 at THIS motel,
and were ?robably using Mom and Dad’s credit
cards to PAY for it.

We Parked our car at ﬂ\e sJ&e of +’ne buMihs.

Dad said he was gonna call +he cops, so !’\: 30‘1‘
out +o use the ?hohe at the front desk.

202



But H\Jr-}-?z seconds later Dad came running back
1o the car.

He su-'& }\: Sdw +}-.e Benrcias 1euvih5 'H'\e.'r room +o
go &owh +o +}xe ?ool, ah& it |ook:& |er +\\c(r door
was left open.

Mom sm'& we s}xouH s+ick wH'h +}xe ?ln\n a‘nd call +}~.e
?ohce, but Dad said ‘H‘m‘? before we di&, we shouu
do a little investigation of our OWN.

So we ALL 3°+ out and followed Dad +o ‘ﬂﬁ:
Beardos’ room. Just like }\e saEd, ‘H‘\e door was

0?8\'\ a Cl’dﬂk.

Dad nudged it open a li+Hle WIDER, and we
?eeke& inside to see if nhy-ﬂ-\ihg of ours was
sitting in ?lnih View.
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But we couldn’t see any of our stuff from where

we were s+ahdihs.

Mom seemed Pre-H)r uneasy about what we were
cloins, but then Dad ?us}\e& +the door ALL the
wa?l open, ahd -ﬂ\ere wds no +ur'nih3 back.

_—
I‘lnn -..

u.uﬁuunﬂ“’ /




We couldnt find ah)rﬂ\ihs of ours, so if the
Beardos DID have a.hly of our stuff, +¥\e7 Probabl);
carried i+ with them 1o the pool.

But as |oh3 45 we ]'\n& ‘ﬂ\e run u:H'r ']"neit' room, we
decided to take {ull dJth-hse of it. T ﬁsure&
it was OK since we were the ones Pa.yihg for i+.

| SPLASY

T think Mom felt+ we were setting o bad exnm?le for
Mnhhyi so she took him out to the car.

But the rest of us werent finished. Me and
RoJrir.,: +ool: turns usihs ‘H‘\e bnﬂ'\r‘oorn whﬂe Dad
s+ood wn‘fch at ﬂ\e Joor.

Then he went in and told vs to be lookouts for HIM.
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We had ?ushed our luck, 'l'}wus}\. The SECOND
Dad shut the door 4o the bathroom, T saw the

Beardos coming our way.

Now, T love my dad and all, but T'm 400 YOUNG
to die. So T bolted, and Rodrick was r.'sH'
behihd me.

T wasn* there 1o SEE i, but T'm guessing it
was pretty awkward when Mr. Beardo o?ehe& his

bathroom door.
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Me and Rodrick got in the van and locked the
doors. T was Fre-H}v convinced Dad wasn+ genna
make it out of the room alive and we were Just

gonna have +o go on wH‘}\ou'f }\im.

But Mom ?u”eé the car around to the front of
the motel, and when she did, Dad burst ovt of

the Beardos’ room.

Somehow Dad had gotten the idea +o Srub their
car keys on his wa?z out.
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Before he 30+ in our car he chucked the ke?as into
some bushes, which boug‘h’r us some time.

'I. ‘ﬂ'\fhk we mustve Soﬁeh +wo miles down +['\e
road before Dad even bothered +o Pu“ his Pnh‘}s

back p.

We h:g}w-{ived Cﬂd’\ o'H\cr i)EthSC we }‘\dd cseaPe&

with our lives. But in our rush to get away, we
forgot to turn on the HEATER.

And a few seconds later the RADIATOR
conked out.
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Mom had 1o cut across two lanes of traffic +o get
the van into the breakdown lane. But in the spot
where we PuHeJ over, there was a broken bottle,

and we rolled rFs}ﬁ' over it.

We got ovt of the car so we could c}\ahse the

tire. Dad oPehc& *ﬁ\e back }m—hh +o find his Jack,
but uhfor‘i‘u’na‘i'd?( T Nad +aken it out before we
lef+ for the trip to make room for my PILLOW.

The oh|y ‘l’"\fhs we could do at that ?oir\‘f was wait
for hel? to come.
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Eveh-h.ra'll?r, a car ?uued over behind us, but when
t 30+ closer T. knew we were in {)Es trovble.

I+ was d PurPle Van.

/

ROLL -~

i1 'ﬁsured the Beardos rn.slh‘f 'h'y to ram us with
their car, so T braced for imPud. But the van
slowed down, and when the doors o?ehed, it

wash+ +he Beardos at ALL.

T+ was Preﬂy obvious that whoever these eu?rs
were, -Hwe;: were here to HELP.
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But H'\e)r didn't s?euk Ehsllsh, S0 we were *\av-’hs
trouble tommuhica-hhs with them. Mom and Dad
tried 1o act out what was wrong with the car, and
T'm sure the two 5”}“5 ﬂ\ous}\-f my parents had
com?|e+e.17 lost their minds.

Then Mahhy sur?n'seé EVERYONE b}( s?eokihﬂ
in ?erfed S?dhish.

SALUDOS, AMIGOS.
GRACIAS POR PARAR ' 'n
A AYUDARNOS,




“The conversation between Manny and the two
auys lasted a long time, so 90 ‘Fisured Mahh7
was explaining every-ﬂwihs that had happened on
our +ri?.

He mustve done a soot.l. Job makihs the su;/s feel
sorr?r for us, because "H\e next H\ir\s )rou knew,
-}h:)( were o#erihs vs a RIDE. And T'm h“??}’ +to
say their air-cohdi‘ﬁohiha worked GREAT.

I TU CORAZON CANTA?
J PARA ML, MI AMOR 3

1 +an we nssume& ‘H’\ese 3”75 were ‘!‘nlﬁins us to

a mechanic or scr-ueﬂ\ihsj but we were wrong.
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We shouldve realized that if MANNY was the one
Jains all 1’}1: +n|kih3, wed end up Soiha w}xere HE
wanted +o ge-

I1AL 1 LAY

PETTING Z0O

Like T said before, Mom was ris}\‘f about pigs
being smart. She had it house-trained within a
week, and the pig even knows a few tricks ulrea&y.

M)J ohb} real cornp|aih+ is that now T mnever geta

chance to watch my shows on TV, because the P9
has ﬁsured out how to use the remote.
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But T'm gonha let+ that ae because T don't want
to get bit a second time.

T+s +aken a while for every’r]wins to get back to
normal after the trip. Dad had o take a few
more cla;{s off work o cancel all his credit cards

and get new ones.

Ahd tomorrow Mom nhd DL\A are SUPPOSE& +o ge

out and get new drivers’ licenses and ?}\ohes.

214



Our minivan's been at the mechanic since it was
towed. We gave the BOAT 4o the drivers who
}\d?ed us out 45 a wnf of Sd}dhﬁ +hanks, which
was n:+ua||)d Moms suggestion.

VRog,, |~

Mom's been saying +hat even 'I‘}'\ous}'\ our drip
didnt g0 the way we ?|uhhed, it was sill an
adventure. She's been workihs oh an article to
send in to "an.‘l)a Frolic” that T smousl}/ }‘\o?t
does NOT get ?ublishe&.

Moms also been nakihs a scranook, and she asked
ev:r;roh: 4o contribute a souvenir o ?u+ inside.
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T was geing ﬂ\roueh the clothes T wore on the
-‘rri?, and when T Ficke& up n?/ s\wcr-ts, some‘rhihs
small fell out onto the floor.

T+ was the KEY from Soak Central.

ﬁ@%ﬁﬁ?

T couldn't believe T had the l:ey all along. T+

turns out T was wrong about the locker number.

But T should get SOME credit for beihs CLOSE.

Now +l;1n+ I l‘\nVe ﬂ\e key, -I ‘\u\fe a ‘}oush
decision to make. T+ feels like a page from one of

those Choose Your Own Adventure books.
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e 'ﬁsure T have three basic choices: One, T

can tell Mom and Dad the truth and deal with

the consequences. Two, T can plant +he ke?r in
RODRICK’S éir*l-f laundry and let HIM +ake

ﬂ'\e blame. Or ﬂwre:, 1 can 'nush ‘H’\: ke)/ cllowh +}1e
toilet and 'Forsrf +his whole ﬂ\ihs ever }\a?Peht&.

3

There's a fourth option +hat involves the P9
but T havent worked out the details of THAT
one :,m+.

But like I said {)u(ore, whene\ier I }mVe a
difficult r.}\oir.e +to r'mke, j: n‘ways seem to ?ick
the wrong ohe. And whichever wnf 1 g0 here, it
hard +o see this s+or;( hd.viha a4 "‘“P?}’ ehdihs.
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A family road trip is supposed to
be a lot of fun'. . . unless, of
course, you're the Heffleys. The
journey starts off full of promise;
then quickly skes saveral wrong
turns. Gas station bathrooms,
crazed seagulls, a fender bender,
and a runaway pig—not exactly
Greg Heffley's idea of a good
time. But even the worst road
trip can turn into an adventure—
and this is one the Heffleys won't
soon forget.

READERS LOVE THE DIARY OF A WIMPY KID SERIES—
the USA Today, Publishers Weekly, Wall Street Journal,
and # 1 New York Times bestsellers:

“In the publishing world,
Kinney is a rock star.”

—NPR's “Backseat Book Club”

“Diary of a Wimpy Ki‘# is 2 ':Oﬂe of the most successful
bent on world domination. children's series ever published.”
_Time magazine —Washington Post

“A big hit with reluctant readers
and anyone looking for a funny book.”

—5chool Library Journal
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